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LU to seek new coaches for 2005-06
Ruhly will be missed

Sigur Ros comes to

student newspaper since

It was recently announced that
Lawrence University head hockey
coach Dave Ruhly was fired. Following
this announcement, his wife Moira
Ruhly stepped down from her post as
head coach of both the cross country
and track teams.
Due to legal issues, Director of
Athletics Robert Beeman was unable
to comment.
The official reason for the ter
mination of Dave Ruhly, who began
coaching at Lawrence in 1999, is
unknown.
Ruhly lives with his wife and their

two children in Appleton. He has been
very involved in the local hockey com
munity and served on the board of
directors at the Appleton Family Ice
Center.
Before becoming a coach, Dave
Ruhly played for the Providence
College Friars. His leadership brought
the Vikings to a second place fin
ish in the Midwest Collegiate Hockey
Association in 2004-2005 and third
place finish in 2001-2002 and 20022003. Ruhly and his team emphasized
that he consistently sought to recruit
students both strong in academics
and on the ice.
Hockey team member Adam
Brand said, “We are going to miss him
and wish him the very best of luck. We
are very nervous but also excited for
next season.”
Continued the freshman, “We
hope that Mr. Beeman will find us a

qualified coach that will ultimately
shape us into the winning team that
we know we can be."
In an e-mail to the cross country
team informing them of her decision
to resign, Moira Ruhly wrote, “It’s a
chain of circumstances that has been
disappointing and my decision is very
bittersweet.” She also mentioned the
search for a new coach and assured
the team that “the captains will be on
the search committee."
Moira Ruhly was the head coach
of the women’s soccer team before
taking on the track and cross country
teams. She also earned the honor of
2001 Midwest Conference Coach of
the Year and guided the soccer team
to the MWC title in 2000.
Track team member Stephanie
Kliethermes offered her thoughts on
the change. “Coach has done an amazing job putting our team on a path

Spring showers on campus

for success and instilling confidence
within our squad," said the junior.
“We are sad to see her leave but
are excited to have the opportunity
for a new start and perhaps a new
direction for this program that will
lead to continued success,” continued
Kliethermes. “She has begun to push
this program in the direction it needs
to go.”
Kliethermes also spoke of Moira
Ruhly’s many accomplishments with
the track team. “I think that the great
est impact Coach has made here at LU
has occurred on an individual basis
with each of the athletes she has
coached. She is completely devoted
to every athlete and their personal
successes, which shows in the respect
our team has for her as well as the
improvement our teammade this past
year."

LUCC report
Council focuses on
lockdown discussion
and housing
Kayla Wilson
StaffWriter
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LU baseball looks back at
this season and on to next.
» see page 8
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T-showers Saturday and
partly cloudy Sunday

Saturday
£High 68
>Low 49
Wind: SSW at 9 mph
Sunday
*High 65
>Low 46
Wind: N N W at 12 mph
Source: weather.com

Photo by Chnstie McCowen
Lawrence students have experienced an odd variety of weather over the past few weeks.

Form al group housing decisions fin a lize d
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for The Lawrentian

The allocation of small group
houses and the competition over
them ended this past Tuesday after
almost two weeks of deliberation.
Formal group and theme houses
whose respective three- and one-year
contracts expired this year had the
chance to reapply to live in hous
es. Formal groups whose contracts
didn’t expire will remain in their
current houses for next year. In addi
tion, many groups also applied to
five in houses for the first time.
This year, five groups applied for
formal group housing: Co-op, GLOW,
Delta Tau Delta, Phi Kappa Tau and
the Swing Dancers. Four other groups
applied for theme houses: Computer
Science Club, SMEE, French House
and LU Athletics.
Two housing boards interviewed
the applicants — formal group hous
ing May 7 and theme houses May 13
— announcing the decisions short
ly after to the groups and to the
Lawrence Community during LUCC
meetings on May 11 and 16.
On a positive note, all five for
mal groups who applied for a house
received one. Next year, Co-op will be
located at 122 N. Union, currently the
Computer Science House. GLOW will
be living in 217 N. Union, currently
general lottery. The swing dancers,
Delta Tau Delta and Phi Kappa Tau
will all be staying in their current
locations, at 206 S. Lawe, 218 S. Lawe
and 741 E. John, respectively.
Most of the formal groups
seemed happy, or at least content,

with the decisions made. Junior
Christina Zambon, vice-president
of GLOW, was pleased that GLOW
received its first choice, saying, “The
house is going to be a safe space for
LGBTQpeople, especially people who
are having trouble coming to terms
with their sexuality.”
Junior Joe Pfender, Co-op’s RLM
for next year, commented that while
the group had originally wanted the
Phi Tau house, the location they
received will keep their group at its
current size of 11 people, the smaller
house being more conducive to a
community.
Freshman Jenny Halbman, a
member of the swing dance club,
reported that the group is excited to
have been granted a three-year con
tract and has lots of plans for Swing
House next year.
Those affected by theme house
decisions were not so happy. Of
the four groups who applied for
theme houses, only one request was
granted. The Computer Science Club
will be moving into 738 E. John next
year, currently the YUAI house.
Those groups not granted a
house had the opportunity to voice
their concerns. Members of both
SMEE and LU Athletics attended the
LUCC meeting last Tuesday to pro
test the decisions.
At the meeting, SMEE argued that
the purpose of their group as “a
place for musical and artistic expres
sion to arise naturally" would not
be possible without a house. LU
Athletics said that the group wanted
to “bridge the gap between [students
involved ini athletics and the conser
vatory” and that the recommenda

tion of the board — to take another
year to more fully develop their
theme — would be difficult without
a house in which to bring people
together.
The housing board responded
that while impressed by all four
groups, there just weren’t enough
houses for everyone. Junior Gabby
Szteinberg, head of the Residence
Life Committee, said the decisions
came down to two questions: “Who
needed a house the most? And
who had the most well-developed
theme?”
Szteinberg stated that the board
felt that the Computer Science Club
met both these requirements. She
also noted that they originally select
ed French House as well, but since
the two groups had applied for the
same house, Computer Science was
given priority.
After that decision, the board
reported that they did not have “a
strong majority in favor of any of
the remaining groups," and so grant
ed neither SMEE nor LU Athletics a
theme house.
Despite the arguments made
against these decisions, LUCC con
cluded that the board had done well
on a difficult job and the decisions
were approved.
With the five formal group hous
es and one theme house chosen,
there will be two houses open for
general lottery next year: 203 N.
Union, currently the SMEE house,
and 128 N. Union, which is already
general lottery. Students who still
wish to live in a small community
will have the opportunity to Select
from these remaining choices.

The
Lawrence University
Community Council convened
Tuesday to discuss the permanent
implementation of 24-hour resi
dence hall lockdown. The lockdown
measure was first instituted dur
ing winter term after the infamous
“shower peepers" incident and a
reported credit card theft.
While fully supported by secu
rity and the administration, many
members of the student body view
the lockdown as an inconvenience.
Additionally, many feel that by lock
ing the doors students are distanc
ing themselves from the greater
Appleton community by displaying
distrust.
The student community brought
all of these negative aspects before
the council Tuesday evening.
Many members of the Lawrence
community also spoke out in sup
port of the measure, saying they
felt safer since introduction of
the lockdown. After hearing from
the community and discussing it
amongst themselves, the General
Council passed the permanent 24hour lockdown legislation.
The council also discussed other
measures under consideration for
the future, such as campus surveil
lance and a swipe-card system for
all buildings. The letter is a definite
possibility, but the cost has caused
some reservations.
The council noted that better
ing security is a slow process and
that no system is perfect.
Other matters that came before
the council included the Hiett Hall
vandalism report — citing the
recent vandalism in that residence
hall — winch explained the divi
sion of fines amongst residents
and a report from the Finance
Committee.
The Student Welfare Committee
also presented its findings from
the recent survey regarding room
phone usage by students, as well as
the schedule for Downer next year.
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Ariel is back in business Veggie
‘0 6 y e a rb o o k to be p rin te d by th is fall
Vanessa Weller
StaffWriter

Plagued with financial troubles in
2003 and facing low staff numbers
the past three years, Ariel, Lawrence’s
yearbook, is looking forward with a
new system of organization. Under
the direction of Justin Severson, the
quality of the 2006 edition of the
Ariel, as well as the staff size, are
slated to increase over the next few
years.
Ariel staff membership has
dropped in numbers since the 1980s,
the all-time low occurring last year
when Justine Reimnitz became the
only official Lawrence student on the
staff. This led to the abandonment of
the 2005 yearbook, which will even
tually be completed by Reimnitz as
per the contract Lawrence made with
Jostens, the yearbook publisher, in
2003.
This year’s staff of 14 is quite
an improvement over having just
one staff member. However, these
14 students began the year as new
members.
The yearbook traditionally begins
planning for the next year during
third term. Since there was no staff
last year, the current members had to
essentially start from scratch with a
one-term handicap.
“We set tangible goals for our
selves this year," said Severson. “For

example, during second term we had
the student portrait project. Our goal
by the end of the term was to have
photographed 75 percent of the stu
dent body. We accomplished that,
and will hopefully stay on schedule
until the end of the year, and have
this year’s edition at the activities fair
next year."
Due to entirely new membership,
Severson established an organization
al system this year that abolished
the “editor-in-chief” aspect that the
yearbook has had in the past. The new
system divides all the duties of an edi
tor into five equal positioiis: business
director, photography director, lay
out, copy editor and
operations director.
With the edi
torial staff of
Dominique Gougis,
Giang Bui, Dumdum
Thuong, Erin Ober
and Davis Hudson,
Severson hopes to
make Ariel an orga
nized, creative stu
dent publication.
“A lot of stu
dents have
a
negative attitude
toward yearbooks,"
Severson added.
“It’s kind of a high
school thing to a

♦ it

freshmen and sophomores don’t
know it exists and most upperclass
men know the yearbook from its past
failures, so very few are inclined to
buy a yearbook."
The Ariel has been free to all stu
dents since 2003, and it will be no dif
ferent this year, as opposed to the cost
of $40 per book that had previously
been the norm. According to staff
members, providing the yearbook for
no charge is bound to increase inter
est among students.
This leads the Ariel staff to believe
that “Good Times" are on the way,
which is, coincidentally, also the
theme of the 2005-06 yearbook.
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Photo by Cora Schroeder

lot Of Students. Most Despite past problems, the Ariel hopes to publish the ’06 yearbook in time
for next fall’s activity fair.

Visiting astronomer reveals
the secrets of the universe
11 Amazing Facts
About the Universe

Photo by Raad Fadaak
Astronomer Christopher Impey gave lectures last week on the Big Bang theory and dark matter

StaffWriter

Distinguished astronomy pro
fessor Christopher Impey of the
University of Arizona gave a talk
May 15 titled “Cosmic Evolution:
From Big Bang to Biology."
Impey used Monty Python clips,
scientific analyses of Pink Floyd
lyrics, Bill Nye clips, The Beatles
“Yellow Submarine," and much
more to convey his point. Impey is
a strong proponent of the Big Bang
theory, reiterating that it was fairly
sound at this point and that it was
something “all scientists had to
agree upon because it has the ability
to bind all the sciences together."
“There is a fear that kids will be
faced with not learning the proper
facts," Impey said. Solid evidence

behind the Big Bang theory is the
expansion of the universe as mea
sured by galaxies moving farther
away, the abundance of helium in
the universe, and that there is no
other explanation for the micro
waves leftover.
Impey has published two
astronomy textbooks, “The Universe
Revealed" and “Astronomy: The
Cosmic Journey." He has also writ
ten over 160 research papers on
extragalactic astronomy and cos
mology, and has had 21 projects
approved with the Hubble Space
Telescope.
Impey was born in England, grew
up in Manhattan, and completed
his B.A. at the Imperial College in
London, and had additional school
ing in Edinburgh and Hawaii.

1. The universe was once the size
of an atomic nucleus.
2. The universe is made up of
73 percent dark energy, 23 percent
cold dark matter, and four percent
solid matter. The small four percent
is*what we usually think of in terms
of planets and the material that com
prises stars and asteroids. In total, 96
percent of the universe is governed
by dark matter.
3. We can understand the uni
verse all the way back to a fraction of
a second after the Big Bang occurred.
4. The expansion of the universe
was so fast it was faster than the
speed of light.
5. There are 60 billion galaxies
in the visible universe, not account
ing for the paft of the universe that
is beyond our reach. Each galaxy
contains around 100 billion stars,
leading to the conclusion that there
are more than 1,000 trillion stars in
the universe.
6. The universe is one-fourth
helium. Carbon, the basis for life on
earth, is vastly more rare than helium
or hydrogen.
7. If carbon did not have a par
ticular nuclear resonance there would
be no life in the universe.
8. The center of a giant star is
made of iron that is 100 times denser
than water.
9. Gold atoms were forged from
dying stars billion of years ago.
10. It takes 50 million years for
dust bunny-sized material in space to
form a planet.
11. Life may not need a star at all.
Scientists have found life deep within
the ocean vents where there is no
light from the sun. Basically life may
not need a star, but it may not be the
intelligent life we search for.
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speaker calls

for veggie pride
Hannah Jastram
Associate Arts & Entertainment Editor

Pamela Rice taught the vegetar
ians of Lawrence how to battle meateaters last Saturday.
The
Lawrence
University
Vegetarians and Vegans brought the
New York author of “101 Reasons
I’m a Vegetarian" to campus to speak
about vegetarianism.
Rice decided fifteen years ago to
become a vegetarian after spending
a weekend at a conference intended
to bring vegetarians together. She
began writing down the reasons
behind her choice and eventually
published a book. She handed out a
pamphlet by the same name before
her presentation began.
The focus of Rice’s presentation,
however, was not the 101 reasons.
“I’m going to assume that most of
you are vegetarians," she said. “I
don’t want to preach to the con
verted."
Instead, Rice stressed the impor
tance of making noise. “We need to
be writing letters to the editor,” she
emphasized. She spoke of how she
had dressed in a sandwich sign that
read, “Ask Me Why Fm a Vegetarian,"
quipping, “I have no pride."
She did, however, have a similar
sign available should anyone care to
purchase it.
Of equal importance, Rice said,
was having “reputable sources." She
opened her pamphlet and pointed
out how each reason was backed up
with references. While they may be
reputable, 23 of the references for
her “101 Reasons" are 10 years old
or older, and one reference, John
Robbins' “Diet for a New America,"
dates back to 1987.
Rice devoted the next part of
her presentation to examples of veg
etarian news, which she defined as
news that denigrates a meat-diet.
“We need more amassing of vegetar
ian news to make our argument,”
she said. “It’s our bread and butter.
Or bread and margarine, if you’re
vegan." Rice went through several
articles, whose topics ranged from
the environmental to agricultural
to health.
On some topics, Rice was very
outspoken. “A meat diet is detri
mental to our species,” she asserted,
referring not only to the immediate
side effects, such as clogged arteries,
but also more remote effects. She
explained the connections between
several nasty diseases — including
SARS, Ebola, influenza, and avian
bird flu — to the meat industry.

Rice also traced the prevalence
of meat production to the destruc
tion of the environment. The abil
ity to tap previously unusable water
sources and the use of fertilization
makes it possible for humans to
grow enough grain to feed livestock.
So much plant production causes
excess nitrogen. As a result, Rice
said, agriculture is throwing off the
global balance.
Rice waxed idealistic when speak
ing of vegetarians as a whole. She
identified two types of people: those
that fit into the world and find suc
cess and those who want to change
the bad things in the world.
“We see things that aren’t right
and want to make them better,” she
said. “Vegetarians must care about
things outside of themselves.”
After her presentation was over,
Rice opened a question and answer
session. After a few questions, how
ever, she made a suggestion. “She
wanted to go around the room and
have people say their name and
why they were here," said freshman
Claire Gannon. “I left.”
Gannon felt that the presentation
was very informative, but that it was
not what she had expected. Rather
than taking a positive approach to
vegetarianism, Gannon felt Rice took
a negative approach to meat-eaters.
“Not all meat-eaters are the same,”
she pointed out,
Gannon also commented on
Rice’s halting manner of presenta
tion. “She seemed a bit under-pre
pared or nervous. There were awk
ward pauses, but I liked how it was
pretty conversational."
Kristin Tamayo, who introduced
Rice, agreed. “I believed her pre
sentation was not as organized as I
wanted it to be, but she is definitely
a strong voice in the veggie com
munity.”
For example, Rice did not appear
to be too familiar with the articles.
In the case of one article, she admit
ted that she had taken it from the
Internet a few days earlier. Of anoth
er article, she seemed unsure of the
source. “Kalamazoo Gazette,” she
read from her papers. “1 guess that’s
a good enough reference for me." *
Gannon thought the news was
pretty cool, but “it also felt like she
was grasping at straws.”
Tamayo was happy to have Rice
speaking on campus. “Having her
here was a treat for us," she said. “I
feel that having speakers come to
campus will hopefully make the veg
gie community here at LU feel more
connected to one another."
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With the harsh rains of spring comes invincible beauty.
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Transparency

continued from p age 1
the candidates for the Judicial
Board.
During the council meeting,
representatives from rejected
theme houses also came to pres
ent their cases in the hopes of
reconsideration. Both SMEE and
LU Athletics appealed to the
council.
The council moved not to
overturn the decision of the
Theme House Selection Board,
feeling this was not the job of the
General Council.
As a final note, the budget for
the upcoming year was submit
ted for consideration at the next
meeting.

D3Kicks
continued from p age 8
time job for its cofounders.
While they don’t expect it
to be a large source of income,
they say they intend to remain
focused on the Division III soccer
world as much as possible.
“We plan on going to Orlando
for this year’s finals," said Spruell,
highlighting the level of presence
the duo hopes to establish.
D3Kicks.com has the oppor
tunity to cultivate a following
of Division III soccer, much like
those surrounding D3football.
com and D3hoops.com. With soc
cer continuing to be America’s
fastest growing sport, D3Kicks.
com is sure to play a role in
the development of the sport’s
future.

Track
continued from p age 8
distances.
Monday, Mike Pierquet com
peted in the hammer throw at
UW-Oshkosh — he beat his con
ference thrown by 1.68 meters.
Glon also competed at this meet,
but was unable to clear the bar in
the pole vault.
Students will also be per
forming at the North Cental
Invitational Friday. The team
is also conducting a search for
someone to fill Ruhly’s position.

Personals
Rock StarWant to watch “The feig
Lewbowski?"
Dear Chisholm,
.

Tsatft.

When 1 read your words
I want tb try .and not in
a life-is*beautiful way. /

continued from page 4
records. Without this information,
students cannot fully understand
how Lawrence operates or what
plans the trustees have for the
future, lowering students’ trust in
the institution and, likely, their
future contributions as alumni.
Unfortunately, the trustees
seem reluctant to make such infor
mation available. Last term LUCC
passed a resolution calling on the
Board of Trustees to, among other
things, make their practices more
transparent. In response, the trust
ees dedicated the next meeting of
the Trustee Committee on Student
Affairs to discussing transparen
cy and the other issues raised in
resolution. By the end of the meet
ing, the trustees had agreed to 1)
increase the number of Trustee
Committee on Student Affairs
meetings to better address student
concerns, and 2) to release their
committee structure and member
ship lists.
So far, the trustees have not
honored these commitments. The
number of Trustee Committee on
Student Affairs meetings has actu
ally decreased. Generally, the com
mittee meets once a term, when the
trustees come to campus around

r

reading period. Although the trust
ees have already visited campus
this term, the committee’s chair,
Lewis Lofgren, never called the
committee together. Additionally,
over a term after agreeing to release
the trustees’ committee structure
and membership, the information
is still not available.
Given how central the Board
of Trustees’ decisions are to
Lawrence’s current and future
health, it is distressing that they
feel the need to guard their infor
mation so tightly. Students need to
be able to find out who makes the
decisions that affect them and why
those decisions are made in order
to have confidence that their inter
ests are being protected.
Third, Lawrence policy pre
vents students from accessing the
school’s financial records, includ
ing the departments’ budgets and
the costs of major construction
projects. Since students help pay
for these expenses through their
tuition payments and alumni
contributions, students past and
present have a strong interest in
knowing how the school spends its
money. When dealing with multimillion-dollar projects, such as the
new campus center or Hiett Hall,
it’s reasonable for students to want
detailed knowledge of what costs
what and how those numbers were
arrived at. Recent controversies

What’s
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over construction costs and no-bid
contracts to the Boldt Company
could easily be settled if students
could see for themselves how the
projects are financed. Recently, I
contacted Executive Vice President
Gregory Volk and asked for such
records. He responded by saying
that this kind of information is
“considered proprietary and is not
released by the college." Rejecting
requests for basic information
without explanation only adds to
fears and suspicions that foul play
is involved. If Lawrence wants stu
dents to know the school spends
their tuition wisely, and for alumni
to donate to the school, the school
should be willing to share how it
spends its money.
Student access to information
is important beyond strictly practi
cal concerns like the endowment
or major requirements. It affects
how students feel about their
community. The more Lawrence
makes decisions behind closed
doors, and the more students are
kept in the dark about the school
works, the less students feel a
part of a “Lawrence community."
Recent decisions about the future
of Hulbert House (the current co
op) and WLFM’s FM license, along
with student understanding of
the serious conflicts of interest
among trustees, created more cyni
cal sentiment this year on campus

n
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than I’ve felt any time during my
time at Lawrence. Students want to
be involved in discussions about
Lawrence’s future, and in order to
do so responsibly, we need access
to information about Lawrence’s
finances, regulations, and govern
ing structures. If compelling rea
sons exist to keep certain bits of
information secret, then students
should know what those reasons
are. Unless there is good reason to
keep students from learning about
Lawrence as an institution, they
should be free to do so.
While I have faith that the trust
ees, faculty, and administration do
their best to protect Lawrence’s
interests, the school has thank
fully done a better job educating
me than to let me make important
decisions based on faith alone. I
expect that other students feel the
same way, and I hope that Lawrence
will live up to its commitment to
critical inquiry by becoming more
transparent.
Because we feel strongly about
this issue, and expect that other
students do too, Mark Johnson
and I are planning a number of
efforts to increase transparency
at Lawrence University. If you are
interested in this issue, please send
either of us an e-mail and we will
get back to you with information
on how to help.
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LawrenceUmversity
Friday, May 19
B A music lecture: Jeni Houser; Harper HalL
6:30 p m
Lawrence University Symphonic Band concert;
8.-00 pm
Memorial Chapel.
Artistic Masturbation Play Festival; Underground
8.-00 p m
Coffeehouse.
Saturday, May 20
Shack-a-Thon & Ormsby Zoo Days
3.-00 p m
Guest redtal Volkan Oihan, double bass;
Memorial ChapeL
5:30 p m
Shack-a-Thon keynote address; Main Hall Green.
6:30 p m
Shack-a-Thon music: Psygomin and DJ. ProJin;
Main Hall Green. •
6:30 p m
Student redtal Jeff Ostroski, trumpet; Harper
Hall.
8.-00 p m
Melee dance performance: “Dance: Music Made
Visible"; Stansbury Theatre.
8.-00 p m
Shack-a-Thon music: Storyhill; Main Hall Green.
9:30 p m
LUW film: “Eating”; Wriston Auditorium.
10:30 p m
Shack-a-TTion music: Bryan Teoh, Kelly Shaw
Wilman, Doub Detrick & the blob, THE CREST
with Psygomin and DJ. ProJin; Main Hall Green.
Sunday, May 21
3.-00 p m
Lawrence University Percussion Ensemble concert;
Memorial Chapd.
8.-00 p m
The SoundBoard Live!; Underground Coffeehouse.
Monday, May 22
College Democrats Week
“Latin America and China: Dangerous Rdations?”
4:30 p m
by Gonzalo Sebastian Paz, George Washington
University, Main Hall 201.
Jazz Singers concert; Stansbury Theatre.
800 p m
800 p m
Fbi Beta Kappa lecture: “High-Temperature
Superconductors: From Broken Symmetries to
Cell Phones,” Laura R Greene, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Youngchild 121.
Tuesday, May 23
College Democrats Week
Physics Colloquium: “High-Temperature
11:10 a m
Superconductors: Playgrounds for Broken
Symmetries," Laura R Greene, University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Youngchild Hall
115.
Dems Week speaker “Democrats of the Fox Cities
7:00 p m
■and Oshkosh,” Jeff Hall, Winnebago County Board
of Supervisors; Sdence Hall 102.
i Collegium Musicum concert; AD Saints Episcopal.
8.00 p m
Church.
Sinfonia: American Music redtal Harper Hall.
| 1000 p m

Wednesday, May 24
College Democrats Week
530 pm
Environmental Progressive Dinner — sign up at
Downer; small houses.
6.-00 p m
Student redtal: Patrick Ehlers, double bass;
Underground Coffeehouse.
7:00 p m
Dem§ Week Speaker “Democrats of the Fox Cities
and Oshkosh," Dottie LeClair, former U.S. House
of Representatives candidate; Sdence Hall 102.
800 p m
Student redtal Lucas Brown, oboe; Harper Hall.
Thursday, May 25
College Democrats Week
11:10 am
Honors Convocation: “American Justice: Proud
Promise or Oxymoron: How Does the
Legal System Measure Up?" D. Michad Lynn, *65,
United States Bankruptcy Court Judge; Memorial
Chapd.
200 p m
Convocation question-and-answer session with D.
Michad Lynn; Barber Room.
700 p m
Dems Week Speaker: “Democrats of the Fox Cities
and Oshkosh," Penny Schaber, Wisconsin
Assembly candidate; Sdence Hall 102.
900 p m
Housing sdection: doubles; Riverview Lounge.
Friday, May 26
College Democrats Week
All Day
NCAA Division HI World Series; Fox Cities Stadium
Recent Advances in Biology lecture: “Neural
2:50 p m
Control of Song Production and Courtship
Behaviors in Male European Starlings,” Sarah Jane
Alger, UW-Madison; Sdence Hall 102.
Dems Week concert and barbecue featuring Those
400 p m
Royals; Wriston Amphitheatre (rain site
is Riverview Lounge).
Wriston gallery opening reception: Annual Senior
600 p m
Art Majors Exhibition; Leech, Hoffmaster, and
Kohler Galleries.
Choir conert: “Around the World Opus 8";
800 p m
Memorial Chapd.
Saturday, May 27
All Day
NCAA Division IDWorld Series; Fox Cities Stadium
1:00 p m
Student redtal Parker Anderson-Genne, soprano;
Harper Hall.
3:00 p m
Student redtal Elsbeth Foreman, flute; Harper
Hall.
5:00 p m
Student redtal Scott Sandersfdd, bass-baritone;
Harper HaU.
8.-00 p m
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra concert, Memorial
• ChapeL

___

iiVfmd

•

J

I

THE LAWRENTIAN

FEATURES
Ariel is back in business Veggie speaker calls

FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2 0 0 6

‘0 6 y e a rb o o k to be p rin te d by th is fall
example, during second term we had freshmen and sophomores don’t
Vanessa Weller
the student portrait project. Our goal know it exists and most upperclass
StaffWriter
by the end of the term was to have men know the yearbook from its past
photographed 75 percent of the stu failures, so very few are inclined to
Plagued with financial troubles in dent body. We accomplished that, buy a yearbook."
2003 and facing low staff numbers and will hopefully stay on schedule
The Ariel has been free to all stu
the past three years, Ariel, I-awrence’s until the end of the year, and have dents since 2003, and it will be no dif
yearbook, is looking forward with a this year’s edition at the activities fair ferent this year, as opposed to the cost
new system of organization. Under next year."
of S40 per book that had previously
the direction of Justin Severson, the
Due to entirely new membership, been the norm. According to staff
quality of the 2006 edition of the Severson established an organization members, providing the yearbook for
Ariel, as well as the staff size, are al system this year that abolished no charge is bound to increase inter
slated to increase over the next few the “editor-in-chief" aspect that the est among students.
years.
This leads the Ariel staff to believe
yearbook has had in the past. The new
Ariel staff membership has system divides all the duties of an edi that “Good Times” are on the way,
dropped in numbers since the 1980s, tor into five equal positions: business which is, coincidentally, also the
the all-time low occurring last year director, photography director, lay theme of the 2005-06 yearbook.
when Justine Reimnitz became the out, copy editor and
only official Lawrence student on the operations director.
staff. This led to the abandonment of
With the edi
the 2005 yearbook, which will even torial staff of
tually be completed by Reimnitz as Dominique Gougis,
per the contract Lawrence made with Giang Bui, Dumdum
Jostens, the yearbook publisher, in Thuong, Erin Ober
2003.
and Davis Hudson,
This year’s staff of 14 is quite Severson hopes to
an improvement over having just make Ariel an orga
one staff member. However, these nized, creative stu
14 students began the year as new dent publication.
members.
“A lot of stu
The yearbook traditionally begins dents have
a
planning for the next year during negative attitude
third term. Since there was no staff toward yearbooks,"
last year, the current members had to Severson added.
essentially start from scratch with a “It’s kind of a high
one-term handicap.
School thing to a
Photo by Coca Schroeder
“We set tangible goals for our lot Of S tu d en ts. Most Despite past problems, the And hopes to publish the '06 yearbook in time
for next fall's activity fair
selves this year," said Severson. “For

Visiting astronomer reveals
the secrets of the universe
11 Amazing Facts
About the Universe

Photo by Raad Fadaak
Astronomer Christopher Impey gave lectures last week on the Big Bang theory and dark matter

April W e st
Suff Writer

Distinguished astronomy pro
fessor Christopher Impey of the
University of Arizona gave a talk
May 15 titled “Cosmic Evolution:
From Big Bang to Biology."
Impey used Monty Python clips,
scientific analyses of Pink Floyd
lyrics, Bill Nye clips, The Beatles
“Yellow Submarine,” and much
more to convey his point. Impey is
a strong proponent of the Big Bang
theory, reiterating that it was fairly
sound at this point and that it was
something “all scientists had to
agree upon because it has the ability
to bind all the sciences together."
“There is a fear that kids will be
faced with not learning the proper
facts," Impey said. Solid evidence

behind the Big Bang theory is the
expansion of the universe as mea
sured by galaxies moving farther
away, the abundance of helium in
the universe, and that there is no
other explanation for the micro
waves leftover.
Impey has published two
astronomy textbooks, “The Universe
Revealed" and “Astronomy: The
Cosmic Journey.” He has also writ
ten over 160 research papers on
extragalactic astronomy and cos
mology, and has had 21 projects
approved with the Hubble Space
Telescope.
Impey was bom in England, grew
up in Manhattan, and completed
his B.A. at the Imperial College in
London, and had additional school
ing in Edinburgh and Hawaii.

1. The universe was once the size
of an atomic nucleus.
2. The universe is made up of
73 percent dark energy, 23 percent
cold dark matter, and four percent
solid matter. The small four percent
is*what we usually think of in terms
of planets and the material that com
prises stars and asteroids. In total, 96
percent of the universe is governed
by dark matter.
3. We can understand the uni
verse all the way back to a fraction of
a second after die Big Bang occurred.
4. The expansion of the universe
was so fast it was faster than the
speed of light.
5. There are 60 billion galaxies
in the visible universe, not account
ing for the part of the universe that
is beyond our reach. Each galaxy
contains around 100 billion stars,
leading to the conclusion that there
are more than 1,000 trillion stars in
the universe.
6. The universe is one-fourth
helium. Carbon, the basis for life on
earth, is vastly more rare than helium
or hydrogen.
7. If carbon did not have a par
ticular nuclear resonance there would
be no life in the universe.
8. The center of a giant star is
made of iron that is 100 times denser
than water.
9. Gold atoms were forged horn
dying stars billion of years ago.
10. It takes 50 million years for
dust bunny-sized material in space to
form a planet.
11. life may not need a star at all.
Scientists have found life deep within
the ocean vents where there is no
light from the sun. Basically life may
not need a star, but it may not be the
intelligent life we search for.

for veggie pride
Hannah Jastram
Associate Arts & Entertainment Editor

Pamela Rice taught the vegetar
ians of Lawrence how to battle meateaters last Saturday.
The
Lawrence
University
Vegetarians and Vegans brought the
New York author of “101 Reasons
I’m a Vegetarian" to campus to speak
about vegetarianism.
Rice decided fifteen years ago to
become a vegetarian after spending
a weekend at a conference intended
to bring vegetarians together. She
began writing down the reasons
behind her choice and eventually
published a book. She handed out a
pamphlet by the same name before
her presentation began.
The focus of Rice’s presentation,
however, was not the 101 reasons.
“I’m going to assume that most of
you are vegetarians," she said. “I
don’t want to preach to the con
verted."
Instead, Rice stressed the impor
tance of making noise. “We need to
be writing letters to the editor,” she
emphasized. She spoke of how she
had dressed in a sandwich sign that
read, “Ask Me Why I’m a Vegetarian,”
quipping, “I have no pride."
She did, however, have a similar
sign available should anyone care to
purchase it.
Of equal importance, Rice said,
was having “reputable sources.” She
opened her pamphlet and pointed
out how each reason was backed up
with references. While they may be
reputable, 23 of the references for
her “101 Reasons" are 10 years old
or older, and one reference, John
Robbins’ “Diet for a New America,"
dates back to 1987.
Rice devoted the next part of
her presentation to examples of veg
etarian news, which she defined as
news that denigrates a meat-diet.
“We need more amassing of vegetar
ian news to make our argument,"
she said. “It’s our bread and butter.
Or bread and margarine, if you’re
vegan." Rice went through several
articles, whose topics ranged from
the environmental to agricultural
to health.
On some topics, Rice was very
outspoken. “A meat diet is detri
mental to our species,” she asserted,
referring not only to the immediate
side effects, such as clogged arteries,
but also more remote effects. She
explained the connections between
several nasty diseases — including
SARS, Ebola, influenza, and avian
bird flu — to the meat industry.

Rice also traced the prevalence
of meat production to the destruc
tion of the environment. The abil
ity to tap previously unusable water
sources and the use of fertilization
makes it possible for humans to
grow enough grain to feed livestock.
So much plant production causes
excess nitrogen. As a result, Rice
said, agriculture is throwing off the
global balance.
Rice waxed idealistic when speak
ing of vegetarians as a whole. She
identified two types of people: those
that fit into the world and find suc
cess and those who want to change
the bad things in the world.
“We see things that aren’t right
and want to make them better," she
said. “Vegetarians must care about
things outside of themselves.”
After her presentation was over,
Rice opened a question and answer
session. After a few questions, how
ever, she made a suggestion. “She
wanted to go around the room and
have people say their name and
why they were here,” said freshman
Claire Gannon. “I left.”
Gannon felt that the presentation
was very informative, but that it was
not what she had expected. Rather
than taking a positive approach to
vegetarianism, Gannon felt Rice took
a negative approach to meat-eaters.
“Not all meat-eaters are the same,"
she pointed out.
Gannon also commented on
Rice’s halting manner of presenta
tion. “She seemed a bit under-pre
pared or nervous. There were awk
ward pauses, but I liked how it was
pretty conversational.”
Kristin Tamayo, who introduced
Rice, agreed. “I believed her pre
sentation was not as organized as I
wanted it to be, but she is definitely
a strong voice in the veggie com
munity."
For example, Rice did not appear
to be too familiar with the articles.
In the case of one article, she admit
ted that she had taken it from the
Internet a few days earlier. Of anoth
er article, she seemed unsure of the
source. “Kalamazoo Gazette,’’ she
read from her papers. “I guess that’s
a good enough reference for me.” *
Gannon thought the news was
pretty cool, but “it also felt like she
was grasping at straws.”
Tamayo was happy to have Rice
speaking on campus. “Having her
here was a treat for us," she said. “I
feel that having speakers come to
campus will hopefully make the veg
gie community here at LU feel more
connected to one another."

A p ril showers bring ...

Photo by Chnstie McCowen
With the harsh rains of spring comes invincible beauty.
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LUCC

Transparency

continued from page 1
the candidates for the Judicial
Board.
During the council meeting,
representatives from rejected
theme houses also came to pres
ent their cases in the hopes of
reconsideration. Both SMEE and
LU Athletics appealed to the
council.
The council moved not to
overturn the decision of the
Theme House Selection Board,
feeling this was not the job of the
General Council.
As a final note, the budget for
the upcoming year was submit
ted for consideration at the next
meeting.

D3Kicks
continued from page 8
time job for its cofounders.
While they don't expect it
to be a large source of income,
they say they intend to remain
focused on the Division III soccer
world as much as possible.
“We plan on going to Orlando
for this year’s finals,” said Spruell,
highlighting the level of presence
the duo hopes to establish.
D3Kicks.com has the oppor
tunity to cultivate a following
of Division III soccer, much like
those surrounding D3football.
com and D3hoops.com. With soc
cer continuing to be America’s
fastest growing sport, D3Kicks.
com is sure to play a role in
the development of the sport’s
future.

Track
continued from page 8
distances.
Monday, Mike Pierquet com
peted in the hammer throw at
UW-Oshkosh — he beat his con
ference thrown by 1.68 meters.
Glon also competed at this meet,
but was unable to clear the bar in
the pole vault.
Students will also be per
forming at the North Cental
Invitational Friday. The team
is also conducting a search for
someone to fill Ruhly’s position.

25C

Personals
Rock StarWant to watch “The Big
Lewbowski?"
Dear
When r read your words
I want to cry and not in
a life-is-beautiful way. /
A .

continued from page 4
records. Without this information,
students cannot fully understand
how Lawrence operates or what
plans the trustees have for the
future, lowering students’ trust in
the institution and, likely, their
future contributions as alumni.
Unfortunately, the trustees
seem reluctant to make such infor
mation available. Last term LUCC
passed a resolution calling on the
Board of Trustees to, among other
things, make their practices more
transparent. In response, the trust
ees dedicated the next meeting of
the Trustee Committee on Student
Affairs to discussing transparen
cy and the other issues raised in
resolution. By the end of the meet
ing, the trustees had agreed to 1)
increase the number of Trustee
Committee on Student Affairs
meetings to better address student
concerns, and 2) to release their
committee structure and member
ship lists.
So far, the trustees have not
honored these commitments. The
number of Trustee Committee on
Student Affairs meetings has actu
ally decreased. Generally, the com
mittee meets once a term, when the
trustees come to campus around

r

reading period. Although the trust
ees have already visited campus
this term, the committee’s chair,
Lewis Lofgren, never called the
committee together. Additionally,
over a term after agreeing to release
the trustees’ committee structure
and membership, the information
is still not available.
Given how central the Board
of Trustees’ decisions are to
Lawrence’s current and future
health, it is distressing that they
feel the need to guard their infor
mation so tightly. Students need to
be able to find out who makes the
decisions that affect them and why
those decisions are made in order
to have confidence that their inter
ests are being protected.
Third, Lawrence policy pre
vents students from accessing the
school’s financial records, includ
ing the departments’ budgets and
the costs of major construction
projects. Since students help pay
for these expenses through their
tuition payments and alumni
contributions, students past and
present have a strong interest in
knowing how the school spends its
money. When dealing with multimillion-dollar projects, such as the
new campus center or Hiett Hall,
it’s reasonable for students to want
detailed knowledge of what costs
what and how those numbers were
arrived at. Recent controversies

3

over construction costs and no-bid
contracts to the Boldt Company
could easily be settled if students
could see for themselves how the
projects are financed. Recently, I
contacted Executive Vice President
Gregory Volk and asked for such
records. He responded by saying
that this kind of information is
“considered proprietary and is not
released by the college." Rejecting
requests for basic information
without explanation only adds to
fears and suspicions that foul play
is involved. If Lawrence wants stu
dents to know the school spends
their tuition wisely, and for alumni
to donate to the school, the school
should be willing to share how it
spends its money.
Student access to information
is important beyond strictly practi
cal concerns like the endowment
or major requirements. It affects
how students feel about their
community. The more Lawrence
makes decisions behind closed
doors, and the more students are
kept in the dark about the school
works, the less students feel a
part of a “Lawrence community."
Recent decisions about the future
of Hulbert House (the current co
op) and WLFM's FM license, along
with student understanding of
the serious conflicts of interest
among trustees, created more cyni
cal sentiment this year on campus

than I’ve felt any time during my
time at Lawrence. Students want to
be involved in discussions about
Lawrence’s future, and in order to
do so responsibly, we need access
to information about Lawrence’s
finances, regulations, and govern
ing structures. If compelling rea
sons exist to keep certain bits of
information secret, then students
should know what those reasons
are. Unless there is good reason to
keep students from learning about
Lawrence as an institution, they
should be free to do so.
While I have faith that the trust
ees, faculty, and administration do
their best to protect Lawrence’s
interests, the school has thank
fully done a better job educating
me than to let me make important
decisions based on faith alone. I
expect that other students feel the
same way, and I hope that Lawrence
will live up to its commitment to
critical inquiry by becoming more
transparent.
Because we feel strongly about
this issue, and expect that other
students do too, Mark Johnson
and I are planning a number of
efforts to increase transparency
at Lawrence University. If you are
interested in this issue, please send
either of us an e-mail and we will
get back to you with information
on how to help.
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LawrenceUniversity
Friday, May 19
B A music lecture: Jeni Houser; Harper Hall.
6:30 pan.
Lawrence University Symphonic Band concert;
8:00 pan.
Memorial Chapel.
Artistic Masturbation Play Festival; Underground
8.00 pan.
Coffeehouse.
Saturday, May 20
Shack-a-Thon & Ormsby Zoo Days
Guest recital: Volkan Orhan, double bass;
300 pjn.
Memorial Chapel.
Shack-a-Thon keynote address; Main Hall Green.
5:30 p m
Shack-a-Thon music: Psygomin and DJ. ProJin;
6:30 p m
Main Hall Green. •
Student recital: Jeff Ostroski, trumpet; Harper
6:30 p m
Hall.
Melee dance performance: “Dance: Music Made
800 p m
Visible"; Stansbury Theatre.
Shack-a-Thon music: Storyhill; Main Hall Green.
800 p m
LUW film: “Eating”; Wriston Auditorium.
9:30 p m
Shack-a-Thon music: Bryan Teoh, Kelly Shaw
10:30 p m
Wilman, Doub Detrick & the blob, THE CREST
with Psygomin and DJ. ProJin; Main Hall Green.
Sunday, May 21
3:00 p m
Lawrence University Percussion Ensemble concert;
Memorial Chapel.
8:00 p m
The SoundBoard Live!; Underground Coffeehouse.
Monday, May 22
College Democrats Week
“Latin America and China: Dangerous Relations?”
4:30 p m
by Gonzalo Sebastian Paz, George Washington
University; Main Hall 201.
Jazz Singers concert; Stansbury Theatre.
800 p m
800 p m
Phi Beta Kappa lecture: “High-Temperature
Superconductors: From Broken Symmetries to
CeD Phones,” Laura H. Greene, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Youngchild 121.
Tuesday, May 23
College Democrats Week
Physics Colloquium: "High-Temperature
11:10 am
Superconductors: Playgrounds for Broken
Symmetries,” Laura H. Greene, University
of niinois at Urbana-Champaign; Youngchild Hall
115.
Dems Week speaker “Democrats of the Fox Cities
7:00 p m
■
and Oshkosh," Jeff Hall, Winnebago County Board
of Supervisors; Science Hall 102.
i Collegium Musicum concert; All Saints Episcopal„
a-OOpm
Church.
Sinfonia: .American Music recital; Harper Hall.
1000 p m

Wednesday, May 24
Coflege Democrats Week
5:30 p m
Environmental Progressive Dinner — sign up at
Downer; small houses.
6.00 p m
Student recital: Patrick Ehlers, double bass;
Underground Coffeehouse.
700 p m
Dem$ Week Speaker: “Democrats of the Fox Cities
and Oshkosh,” Dottie LeClair, former U.S. House
of Representatives candidate; Science Hall 102.
800 p m
Student recital: Lucas Brown, oboe; Harper Hall.
Thursday, May 25
College Democrats Week
11:10 am
Honors Convocation: “American Justice: Proud
Promise or Oxymoron: How Does the
Legal System Measure Up?” D. Michael Lynn, ‘65,
United States Bankruptcy Court Judge; Memorial
Chapel.
200 p m
Convocation question-and-answer session with D.
Michael Lynn; Barber Room.
700 p m
Dems Week Speaker: “Democrats of the Fox Cities
and Oshkosh,” Penny Schaber, Wisconsin
'*>
Assembly candidate; Science Hall 102.
900 p m
Housing selection: doubles; Riverview Lounge.
Friday, May 26
College Democrats Week
All Day
NCAA Division m World Series; Fox Cities Stadium
Recent Advances in Biology lecture: “Neural
2:50 p m
Control of Song Production and Courtship
Behaviors in Male European Starlings,” Sarah Jane
Alger, UW-Madison; Science Hall 102.
Dems Week concert and barbecue featuring Those
400 p m
Royals; Wriston Amphitheatre (rain site
is Riverview Lounge).
Wriston gallery opening reception: Annual Senior
600 p m
Art Majors Exhbition; Leech, Hoffmaster, and
Kohler Galleries.
Choir conert: “Around the World Opus 8";
800 p m
Memorial Chapel.
Saturday, May 27
All Day
NCAA Division IB World Series; Fox Cities Stadium
1:00 p m
Student recital: Parker Anderson-Genne, soprano;
Harper Hall.
3:00 p m
Student recital: Elsbeth Foreman, flute; Harper
Hall.
5:00 p m
Student recital: Scott Sandersfeld, bass-baritone;
Harper Hall.
8:00 p m
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra concert, Memorial
Chapel.
■i ’V>i
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OPINIONS & EDITORIALS
Letter to the Editor

Lies and Untruths Adventures in Senegal: They like big butts...
N ora G. Hertel
StaffWriter

Peter Gillette
Opinion Columnist

A Dance Lesson
I was at a party a couple of weeks
ago. It wasn’t a very large party, but
dancing ensued, and there was, as
the kids say, “a pretty chill vibe."
About everybody knew everybody.
Except for the “That Guy." The
“That Guy," while well-meaning and
ostensibly innocuous, didn’t realize
that he didn’t know the other folks
at the party as well as they knew
each other — namely, those folks
of the fairer sex — and, as the party
continued into the wee hours of the
morning with the same core group
of familiars, he became increasingly
intent on becoming more friendly
with the girls in attendance through
the act of dancing.
When you continually try to
dance with a girl and she subse
quently begins to dance with another
guy as soon as you begin to saunter
over, at which point she stops danc
ing with him and the next girl that
you try to dance with subsequent
ly saunters over to the same guy,
repeated ad nauseum; your antenna
is a bit bent, so to speak. You either
don’t know that you're clueless, or
you don’t care.
Perhaps there would be some
thing admirable about his persis
tence if it were transposed to a class
room setting. There is a rhythm, you
see, to the learning process. You pur
sue something that once eluded you.
But before you go charging forward,
perhaps you should take a humbling
moment and shut up.
It starts when you’re young,
precocious, talkative, and “gifted."
You're taught, perhaps, a reduction
ist, hippie-filtered version of the
Socratic method: You are your teach
er’s equal, and you must share your
feelings with the class.
But are you sure that your geol
ogy class needs to know about the
time you flewover the Grand Canyon?
Did anybody in Major British Writers
really care that you were going to
London next term, and were they
glad when you were gone?
So to you, my fellow extroverts,
begin to identify when a profes
sor begins to stop calling on you,
when he or she explicitly asks you
if what you plan to say is relevant
to the matter at hand, shut up, and
watch as your good-faith questions
about course material will, finally,
be appreciated, and not avoided!
Questions are, mostly, good, unless
it’s still first week, and you’re asking
how many questions are going to be
on the midterm.
Just remember that professors
are not unlike my kind friends, the
dancing girls, in that your profes
sors don’t haw to talk to you, and
more importantly — they don’t have
to like you. They are, though, trapped
there for 70 minutes. The least you
could do is let them teach.
Finally, just as the girls came to
dance with each other, your profes
sor did not come to talk to you per
sonally! Be more judicious in class,
and, in turn, maybe we, your peers,
will stop rolling our eyes whenever
you raise your hand.
Then again, maybe we won’t. But
you’ll never know until you try.

In the U.S., any suggestion that
a woman is not skinny can be taken
as an insult. It seems to me that
the Senegalese embrace more body
types. When they point out someone’s
thickness, it is not generally meant to
offend.
I think that most American women
carry the same cultural complex thin
is in. It is foreign to us that women can
be a) openly ogled and b) admired for
being curvy. I appreciate that various
body types are admired, but struggle
to accept the open commentary direct
ed at myself and other women.
It is so shocking to hear blatant dis
cussion about our bodies. Any woman
or girl who is not absolutely skinny
will have it brought to her attention. A
few men told one friend that she had
a nice body because she was curvy like
a Coke bottle.
One of my Senegalese friends pat
ted my stomach and said, “I can tell
you’re not an athlete," and when I
acted offended he said, “No, it's good

for having children." In addition to
with the above anecdotes and numer
ous other stories, almost every woman
is called “jaay-fonde," which is a term
that deserves an explanation of it’s
own.
In Wolof, “jaay-fonde" literally
means “to sell fonde" — fonde is a
type of porridge that people eat with
yogurt. Jaay-fonde is more accurately
translated as “big butt." I believe that
the term was made popular by a song
by Ali Farka Toure.
The song is about the woman who
sells (jaay) the fonde. The singer says
she shouldn’t worry if she can’t sell all
her fonde because if she eats all her
leftover porridge, she'll gain weight,
get a big butt, and her husband will
love her more.
Jaay-fonde is almost part of the
daily vocabulary here. My dance
instructor yells at our class to move
it. Men on the street shout it after
Senegalese and foreign women. My
friend with the coke bottle curves
heard, “Hey! Jaay-fonde!" and looked
up to find two teenage girls peering
at her over their fence, waving and

Guest Editorial
Social Security: Are W e Getting
Retirement Money o r the Shaft?
Steve Swedberg
founder,Viking Conservatives

Retirement seems so far away, so
why even mention Social Security? I
mean, the government has our best
interests at heart and there will be
Social Security in the future, so you
can safely presume that my writing
this article seems futile.
But that’s where you’re wrong,
because in this case the government
does not have our best interests at
heart, particularly those of our genera
tion. Maybe you have been lulled into
a false sense of security, but I’m here
to tell you that the system is broken
and if we don’t do something about it
soon, there will be nothing left for us.
Although you might hear that we
can postpone action, in reality, we only
have until 2017, because at that point
we start to hit deficit spending. The
government would then do one of two
things: raise taxes or lower benefits.
Raising taxes won’t work because
Social Security taxes have already been
raised forty times and the problemhas
yet to be resolved. Decreasing benefits
won’t work because this will cause the
poverty rate of seniors to double.
Neither one of those ideas sound
really pleasant, and letting an increas
ingly deteriorating system retain
its status quo is also an unattract
ive option. So, let me give you an

option that will not only avoid put
ting our government in over $12
trillion of debt, but also give our gen
eration retirement money: Personal
Retirement Accounts.
What PRAs would do is divert
a third of our Social Security taxes
into a diversified portfolio of low-risk
stocks and bonds. Some might say
that investing in the stock market is
risky because things such as the Great
Depression might reoccur.
If you would have invested in the
stock market in 1895 and would have
cashed out in 1932, which was the
low point of the Great Depression,
you would have still received a four
percent return rate. Without an eco
nomic disaster, your return rate
would be double.
But with the current system,
you’d be lucky if you received a posi
tive return rate — or money, for that
matter. Furthermore, this won’t hurt
the older generation because anyone
over 55 is already eligible to receive
benefits. This is not about angering
the elderly or giving the little guy the
raw end of the deal. It’s about choice,
stability, economic liberties, and most
importantly, giving our generation a
piece of the pie.
I hope that at the end of this, you
think to yourself, “Hmmm, maybe we
should have PRAs," because if you’re
like anybody else, I'm sure you don't
like getting the shaft.

smiling. One Lawrence student’s host
mother coaxed her to eat more dinner
saying, “You must have a jaay-fonde,"
with her brother insisting that it was a
good thing.
I think it’s great that thicker bod
ies are seen as healthy and beautiful
here. I’m frequently told to eat more
so that I don’t get skinny and people
at home think there’s a famine in
Senegal.
There is not pressure to be skinny
like there is in the U.S., but there are
constant reminders if you do have
curves. The feminist in me cringes
at the commentary, because they are
objectifying women. The insecure part
of me cringes because the American
standard of beauty doesn’t leave room
for a jaay-fonde.
Nevertheless, I find solace in the
fact that a woman can be seen and
admired for having curves, and ajaayfonde —if she’s lucky.

It’s time to cheer!
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge D. Michael
Lynn (LU ‘65) will examine the U.S.
legal system at the Honors Day
Convocation on May 25. He will also
participate in a 2:30 Q&A session in
Riverview, and in an informal bull
session (what I now know that I
wish I knew while I was a student at
LU) at 4:30 in Main Hall 201.
Judge Lynn is a fascinating guy.
He presides over bankruptcy cases
for multi-billion dollar corporations
and for “ordinary” households. He
reads widely. He's a brilliant conver
sationalist. And, of course, he is a
liberally educated Lawrence grad.
Come to the Honors Convo to
cheer classmates who have earned
honors. Cheer yourself! And enjoy
Judge Lynn’s contributions to our
lives.
John Dreher
Claflin-Ingraham Prof. of Philosophy

Guest Editorial: Theme Housing
Paul Karner
Arts & Entertainment Editor

I’m writing about some unfortu
nate news that came my way this
week. As a former member of the SMEE
house, I was terribly disappointed to
find out that the housing committee
turned down the request to renew our
status as a theme house. I have tried to
uncover a clear reason why this deci
sion was made, but I’ve found that the
members of SMEE are just as confused
and disheartened as I am.
Having had a hand in the applica
tion process last year, I was present
when we made our presentation to the
housing committee and read our writ
ten proposal that earned us our house
this year. Looking back on this year, I
have seen nothing but a true represen
tation of what we had set out to do.
A major part of the SMEE house
proposal was to work with local
elementary schools in the area and
expose young children to fresh ways
of looking at music and improvisatioa
With little experience and little faculty
guidance, members of SMEE have suc
cessfully worked with eight different
elementary school classrooms and
even received requests to return for
future sessions.
This kind of positive relationship
with the community spurred from
a selfless desire to offer something
valuable to these young kids is a
rare and commendable thing on our
campus. Though the work done by
SMEE residents is not visible to most
Lawrentians, Lawrence’s relationship
with the Appleton community is often
taken for granted.
Efforts like those exhibited by
members of SMEE are invaluable
to these schoolchildren as well as

Lawrence, as they are — appearances
aside — a permanent part of the
greater Appleton community.
In addition to hosting a num
ber of safe and well-attended parties
with quality performances by student
groups and out of town musicians, our
house hosted two major new music
concerts and is currently planning
a collaboration concert/exhibit with
the Wriston Art Collective. Including
a slew of smaller collaborative events,
SMEE has made it a goal to provide
musical outlets for the campus com
munity.
After receiving word that the hous
ing committee had rejected the pro
posal, a number of residents appealed
the decision to LUCC. After waiting
an hour and a half to have the appeal
considered, the issue wasn’t even dis
cussed. This is unfortunate, as it is
LUCC who is supposed to have the
final word on all decisions made by
the housing committee.
1 find it incredibly disheartening
that a group of students managing to
have such a successful group fails to
receive even a nod from the housing
committee. The committee members
criticized the house for failing to take
special provisions to appeal to the ath
letic community —athletes apparently
don’t like music.
I'm pleased to hear that a Swing
House constitution was recently
approved by LUCC. Regardless of my
curiosity and interest regarding this
fabled document, I amnot questioning
the benefits of alternative weekend
entertainment that the swing house
provides. I am, however, questioning
the ability of these LUCC committees
to accurately judge the value of socalled services to the Lawrence com
munity.

Guest Editorial: Transparency at Lawrence
Pete Snyder
L U C C President Emeritus

As a strong liberal arts college, Lawrence
frequently reminds us to challenge assumptions
and to think critically. In our classes, professors
urge us to question what others take for grant
ed, to rethink common beliefs and to search
for underlying explanations. This principle is
so central to a strong liberal arts education
that Lawrence’s mission statement commits us
to a “critical examination of values, ideas, and
actions” and to create a community that “sup
ports open and free inquiry."
linfortunately, many of Lawrence’s poli
cies fail to live up to the ideals embodied in
the mission statement. Faculty, trustee, and
administrative policies keep students from
large amounts of information that affect them,

often without explanation. This forces students
to accept information from administrators and
faculty unquestioningly and uncritically. Far
from creating an atmosphere of “open and free
inquiry," such policies create an atmosphere
of suspicion and mistrust, feeding conspiracy
theories and diminishing a sense of community.
This problem is pervasive, affecting student's
academic, social, and financial lives, and these
polices ought to be changed.
First, faculty policy bars students from
seeing faculty governance minutes, the faculty
handbook, voting records, and faculty by-laws.
These documents govern how new classes are
offered, requirements for majors and minors,
and what courses fulfill general education
requirements, among many other things. This
prevents students from understanding how
faculty governance makes these decisions, how
particular faculty members voted, and the rea

soning offered. As a result, students cannot fully
participate in discussions about Lawrence's aca
demic policies. The scant knowledge students
have of faculty governance comes from mass
emails and press releases. Without knowledge
of the context that the faculty makes these
decisions in, students must accept or reject
these announcements uncritically. Our profes
sors teach us to privilege primary sources over
secondary accounts, and we ought to except the
same from them outside the classroom.
Second, trustee policy prevents students
from understanding trustee governance.
Currently, students cannot see a wide range
of information, ranging from the trustee hand
books and conflict-of-interest statements to
the trustees' committee structure and voting
S ee T r a n s p a re n cy on page 3
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Theme housing requirements
Formal group and theme housing selection was a particularly
involved process this year, with many new groups applying for houses
and other established ones renewing contracts. In the end, only one
theme house was allotted, even though the space was available for two
groups to receive a house.
While the parameters for formal group housing are very clearly
laid out on the Lawrence Web site, those regarding theme houses are
unclear and must be revised if the requirements for receiving a theme
house are indeed as strict as they seemed to be this year.
For prospective students considering Lawrence, the description of
theme houses reads, “Some houses are designated as ‘theme houses,’
available through a campus lottery to groups working toward common
interests and goals.” This puts the requirements to get a house in very
vague terms, making the process seem much easier than it actually is.
The primary reason why groups did not receive houses this year
is because they did not outline clearly enough how they were going to
help the Lawrence community by having a house.
This requirement is a noble one, mandatory for formal groups, but
it seems that those desiring theme houses should be able to acquire
them based mainly on a common interest, as suggested in the above
definition; for example, a language immersion house may not directly
benefit other members of the Lawrence community who do not speak
the language, but it would certainly enrich the lives of those who
wished to live there.
Furthermore, in light of recent vandalism, students have been
encouraged to foster a sense of community in their living spaces. What
better way to do this than to build community around a common inter
est? In general, students living in small houses are much more attached
to their living spaces than those in residence halls.
Finally, students going off campus are forced to pick last in the
housing lottery, and theme houses can alleviate some of these prob
lems since they are not part of the general lottery. Students who share
interests with members of a theme house can have a desirable living
situation despite going abroad if they acquire space in the house.
This is not to say that students should be allowed to get a theme
house if their only goal is to live with their close friends and party.
Perhaps this is why restrictions were tightened this year, and that is
understandable. However, before next year’s selection rolls around, a
clear set of expectations for theme houses must be outlined, as it is for
formal group housing, in order to make the process fairer and more
beneficial to all involved and to continue to encourage the presence of
theme houses on campus.

Kate Ostler
Advice Columnist

Crazies and
Thieves
Dear Kate,
I started seeing this girl, and
now that we’ve been hanging out
more, I realize that she's CRAZY.
Really. How do I get myself out
of this?

-Freaked Out by a Crazed
Connie
Dear Freaked,
I think maybe you’ve been
a little quick to judge this girl.
She’s gotta have some redeeming
qualities, despite her newly appar
ent craziness. After all, don’t we
all have a little bit of crazy in
us? Don’t even pretend that you
haven’t researched your crush on
the Lawrence directory, or compul
sively checked her away messages,
hoping for some sort of cryptic
message aimed at you. Perhaps
this is just this girl’s way of let
ting you know that she regards
you quite fondly. I think that you
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should regard this as something
flattering, and not as any indica
tion that she is any less sane than
you or I. If you’re still not con
vinced as to how normal this girl
probably is, let her down easily
without embarrassing her or mak
ing her feel too creepy. You don't
want your plan to backfire and
cause her to become even more
infatuated than she is already,
so don’t make a big deal out of
it, and hopefully soon she’ll find
someone else to fuss over.

Dear Hotter,
Recently everyone on cam
pus has been aware of vandal
ism, but now the thief is stealing
boyfriends?! Geez. To be honest,
I’m not sure there’s much you can
do about this. I don’t think that
the problem is the girl who stole
your guy, but instead, I think the
blame should be placed on your
boyfriend — or ex-boyfriend. If
this guy was willing to jump ship
and hit it with some other chick,
then he probably wasn’t someone
who was worth your time to begin
with. Think of this girl as someone
who did you a favor, and then sit
back and watch this dude do the
same thing to her.

T he

Photo poll by Christie McCowen
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Marx in our hearts Concert Review: Sigur Ros live at the RiversideTheater
Raad Fadaak

Elena A m esb ury

for The Lawrtnttan

StaffWriter

To open your heart to Karl Marx,
brought back from the dead, is not
a daily occurrence. However, last
Saturday that is exactly what hap
pened when Robert Weick performed
Howard Zinn’s “Marx in Soho" at the
coffeehouse.
Karl Marx stTode onstage and
proceeded to tell the audience his
point of view on the whole business
of communism — namely, that he is
not a Marxist.
The underlying plot of the play,
brought to campus by Students for
Leftist Action, is that Marx is allowed
to come back to earth and mingle
with living for about an hour.
“How did 1 get here?" he asked
rhetorically. “Public transportation.
Why have I returned? To clear my
name." When Marx tells you he has
come back to clear his name, you
know you’re in for some good rant
ing.
Zinn portrays Marx as human,
with his own faults, needs and fam
ily. The play follows Marx’s life from
Germany to Paris and then to Soho in
London and is sprinkled with anec
dotes from his life that further flavor
his character.
Much of the play is also packed
with Marx’s inspirational ideas, taken
from his works before they were
spoiled by the reality of implementa
tion.
The best thing about “Marx in
Soho" is that it puts back some of
the hope and humanity into Marx’s
ideas, which have since been abused
by corrupt people. Zinn eerily applied
Marx’s important ideas and subjects
which seemed to apply only to his
own time to current events.
These applications were empha
sized by repeated statements that
highlighted the idea that, “You think
you have changed, and you think
your society is fueled by progress,
but the poor are still poor and the
rich still run the country."
The ultimate message of “Marx

Sigur Ros requires patience of
its listeners. Each of the delicately
crafted out-of-this-world songs are
drawn out to at least five min
utes apiece, slowly building into
dramatic crescendos consisting of
keyboards, guitars, strings, and
frontman Jonsi Birgisson’s incred
ible falsetto voice.
Their four multi-layered albums
have demonstrated a willingness to
experiment and explore deeper into
their signature sound.
Their latest offering, “Takk," is
undoubtedly their most structured
and accessible album to date. Sigur
Ros is an interesting and, at times,
irresistible band that has begun to

P h o to by Erm O b e r
R o b e rt W etck reveals th e m an behind th e manifesto.

in Soho" is, ever so eloquently, that
“people must get off their asses.” By
far, this statement is one of the more
poignantly expressed summaries of
what it means to come to Lawrence
and to be a part of our global world:
to get off our asses, get angry, and
change the world.
As Marx explained, “To be radi
cal is to grasp the root of a problem,
and the problem is us. Pretend you
have boils!" Marx had chronic boils
on his rear.
One last “Marx in Soho" line,
which may apply directly to Lawrence:
“Ah! Lesson: If you are going to break
the law, do it with two thousand
people. And Mozart!"
Weick’s acting as Marx was won
derful, and he used his props very
effectively. For example, the stage
had a table and two chairs. Marx
used one chair, but the other was
left untouched, representing his wife
Jenny. The moment after he told the
audience how she had died, he sat
down heavily in her chair.
It was the touching humanity
portrayed in the production that, in
the end, made the members of the
audience open their hearts to Marx
a completely unpredictable occur
rence.

conduct itself like a living piece of
abstract art. One critic describes
their music as the “sound of the
planets moving."
Their live shows have built up
a reputation of their own, offer
ing listeners a direct experience of
the intricate and layered nature of
Sigur Ros’s compositions that make
them so effective.
The May 10 show in Milwaukee
was no exception, as Birgisson,
with bowed guitar and falsetto
voice, soared high above the band,
creating enough sound to warrant a
one-man show.
But it was the full depth of the
songs that was so exceptionally
projected to the. seated audience
that really elevated the experience.
Visual screens and vivid lighting
added to the drama and the sense

of unity of all present in the the
ater.
The translucent front screen
came down during the encores,
casting the band members as sil
houettes, and the band attacked
their instruments with unprece
dented fury.
Drummer Orri Pall Dyrason’s
silhouette beat the kit to shreds
behind the projected images as
the intensity and volume soared to
new levels, bringing a euphoric end
to the proceedings at the Riverside
Theater.
While some may believe the
members of Sigur Ros tread the line
between pure genius and depressingly boring, their performance
shows that they stand firmly in the
realm of the former.

P h o to b y Raad Fadaak
Jdnsi Birgisson Goggi Holm and O rri Pill Dyrason of Sigur R6s perform at the Riverside Theater Wednesday, May 10 in Milwaukee on the final leg o f their U.S. tour.

Call for Photos!
H ey Law rentians!
Earlier this year, we solicited your input - via m ockups and boards around
cam pus - on som e ideas we w ere exploring for the adm issions office’s new
fam ily o f com m unications. Energized by the great feedback we got from so
many o f you, w e’re com ing back to you for more.
This time, it’s for photos.
We suspect that many o f you have taken a fair num ber o f pictures over the
year - campus activities, sporting events, road trips, international
experiences, spontaneous fun, random weird stuff, residential life, etc.

W e also suspect that m any o f these im ages w ould do a great jo b portraying
w hat life at Law rence is like (w ay m ore authentically than any photo we in
the adm issions office could stage).
To that end, we invite you to look through your files o f digital photos, and
send along any im ages (one, five, ten, w hatever) that you think w ould help
bring Law rence to life for prospective students and their fam ilies.

DISCLAIMER: Folks, please don't try this gratuitous misuse of the
university crest at home.

If we select your photo(s) for inclusion in our admissions communications, you will not only see your Lawrence legacy live on, you
will see some great compensation, too.

Please send your im ages to lu_admissions@lawrence.edu by Friday, June 2. If y o u ’d rather bum a CD, please deliver it to W ilson
H ouse by Friday, June 2.
Thanks!
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K w eller gives uncompromising perform ance a t LU
Christine Beaderstadt
Photo Editor

Perhaps the most interesting part
of Ben Kweller’s performance Sunday
was his entrance. Kweller didn’t walk,
strut, or run onto the stage, but
skipped.
His surprisingly quirky entrance
reflects the nature of his music: It is
quirky and unique, a conglomeration
of folk, piano ballads, country and
catchy punk reminiscent of his days
in the rock band Radish.
Kweller’s sophomore solo album,
2002’s “Sha Sha,” released two years
after “Freak Out, It’s Ben Kweller," is
emblematic of these various styles.
Kweller reflected, “I touched on all
the ‘Ben Kweller’ aesthetics in 'Sha
Sha.'”

But by his third record, 2004's
“On My Way," Kweller consciously
chose to follow a narrower path, pro
ducing a consistent, cohesive sound.
“I do what the songs tell me to do,”
he said.
Instead of continuing as most art
ists do with a similar thematic sound,
his next record will be a country
album. Kweller, therefore, seems to
have no uniformity.
Living the lifestyle of a tour
ing musician
what he refers to
as becoming a “professional gypsy"
he feels no need to fit the molds we
place musicians in.
“I’m Ben Kweller. I’m not trying
to be anybody else. I wouldn’t know
what to do [otherwise],” he said. Even
likening him to other artists proves
difficult, because he is original and

unpredictable.
“1 feel lucky to have a really
strong fan base," he said, “but if they
didn't follow me I would still do what
I do."
Kweller’s first radio hit, “Wasted
and Ready," put him on the popular
music scene, but he has yet to make a
subsequent radio-friendly hit. Is this
becauset his sound varies so much
from record to record?
“I'm always trying to write songs
that are memorable and draw the
listener in," he said. “It doesn’t bother
me that I don’t have radio play ...
but I would like recognition. I’m not
scared of fame
like I used to
be." *
But this is
not his sole goal;

he wants to “reach as many people as
possible” but does not make music
only to get airplay. This helps explain
why his new self-titled album to be
released September 2006 is more
layered and acoustic that his previ
ous records.
Intentionally evolving as a musi
cian, Kweller is slowly grounding
a permanent position-in the music
world. By remaining somewhat irreg
ular and out of mainstream rock and
roll, Kweller attracts a wide audience;
as listeners, we eagerly look forward
to what he will offer next..

P h o to s by C hnstine B eaderstadt
Ben K w dler headkned at th e c h a p d as p a r t o f S O U P s B»g Event this year. W ith only a guitar and a piano t o accom pany his songs. K *e«er captivated a n d ch a rm ed th e chapel audience o n Sunday.

Artist Spotlight: Paul Salomon
A well-known face at Lawrence,
Paul Salomon has had a not-sodelicate hand in the campus music
scene. His abrasive sentimental
ity and clever songwriting recently
earned him a spot opening for Ben
Kweller during his show at LU.
Here’s some insight into Lawrence's
favorite piano man.

Where are you from and what is
your major?

In west Philadelphia, bora and
raised. On the playground was
where I spent most of my days ...
Actually I’m from St. Louis. I am a
mathemagic major, with a minor in
physics.
How long have you been playing
and/or writing music?

I took a couple years of unfruit
ful piano lessons when I was in
elementary school, but I quit. I
started picking out Ben Folds rimes
on my old piano at home around
sixth grade and it sort of went from
there. I figured out how chords
were built from the back of this
piano book my mom had, and I
wrote my first song in eighth grade.
My first good one was in 10th
grade.
How would you describe the
music you write?

I guess right away I’d call it
pop music. That’s what it’s called
technically, I suppose. I’ve heard
the term “intelligent pop" used, but
that’s basically just pompous. As
far as actual description, we usu
ally call it “piano and string wuss
rock," which is actually pretty accu
rate. Though I mostly worry about
writing the song first. The strings

and all that come later.
What musicians or performers
have been particularly inspira
tional to you?

Obviously Ben Folds had a
huge role to play in my musical
education, but before that my par
ents played The Beatles around the
house all the time, so my musical
instincts and pop sensibility all
stem from that. Really I couldn’t
have asked for better musical mod
els.
After that my biggest inspira
tion is the one true Jon Brion.
He basically does everything and
knows everything about everything,
but mostly music. 1 basically love
everything he touches, but the
scary part was looking at his resu
me and finding out how much he
played a role in so many albums by
artists 1 already loved, like Rufus
Wainwright, Fiona Apple and Elliot
Smith. He was the inspiration for
the SoundBoard, and he has all
the right and best ideas about pop
music. He's simply unbeatable.

What do you hope to accomplish
with your music?

I usually try to just make a song
that I like. I used to try to impress
or please people, like girlfriends,
by writing about them or us, but
I have to start writing about other
things, because I'm not really get
ting anywhere — musically, I mean.
1 already got the girl.
I really focus on trying to make
something harmonically new, which
is basically impossible, but I used
to get something that was new to
me, and then I felt like I was grow
ing. Jon Brion talks a lot about
putting the life force in music, and
I want to do that too. I always want
to make something that people can
relate to or enjoy, but mostly I just
want to sit at a piano and walk
away thinking that was decent.
When’s the next Denes show?

Patrick Ehlers’ recital is May
Sv '

'

24 in the coffeehouse, and we
are going to do a bunch of Denes
songs that he wrote. We are hoping
to do some kind of show in Cloak
Theatre before the year is out, but
who knows. Outside of that, just
check out the SoundBoard. I’ll play
every once in a while.
Do you have any future plans,
either near or distant, with regard
to music?

I am moving back to St. Louis,
where I will probably play with
Denes again — the cellist after
whom the band is named — but I
will definitely be back around here.
The band is going to be recording
an album over the next year at
Rock Garden Studios, so I’ll be up
here for that. I’m sure we'll end up
playing some kind of show at the
Underground. If I’m lucky, maybe
Skyler will let me host another
SoundBoard. I love that shit.

Street ballads
go a long way
Paul Karner
Rock Columnist

This past Saturday the chapel
hosted pop music’s manic under
dog Ben Kweller. Opening up for
Kweller was Chicago singer-songwriter Cameron McGill.
Donning a tweed jacket torn at
the shoulder and a black-rimmed
hat, the scrappy troubadour sang
his lulling acoustic ballads with
such haunting sincerity as to cause
a few audience members to squirm
in their chairs. Still others were
drawn into his homely charm.
The performance was dramatic
and down to earth, bold and frag
ile. Moving intermittently between
reluctance and forcefulness McGill's
songs toed the edge of emotive singer-songwriter sentimentality while
maintaining a dignity that made his
lilting melodies easy to swallow.
Accompanied by Noah Harris on
piano, McGill strummed his acoustic
with wavering intensity as displayed
on his most recent release, “Street
Ballads and Murderesques.”
The album, which was released
independently on his own PostImportant label, is a collection of
surprisingly pristine live studio
recordings.
McGill’s folkish musings and
overtly delicate aesthetics are laid
bare on “Street Ballads" giving a
clear picture of the kind of raw
musicality that drives his creativity.
Discussing music with McGill
at times seemed like talking beans
with a bean farmer. While avoiding
any grand imagery and drab philo
sophical quips, he simply fiddled
with his hair and spoke of songs
and recordings like they were old
friends of his. Citing his time spent
in college studying English and poli
tics as “kind of a waste of time,”
McGill made it clear that he had
married his music long ago.
This past year McGill recruited
a band for his live show. Cameron
McGill and What Army have been
touring the country extensive
ly throughout the past year and
has an EP scheduled for release in
September.
More times over the acoustic
singer-songwriter has proved his
versatility as a musician and per
former. Having performed his share
of solo performances and even some
with a string quartet accompanying,
McGill has shown even more versa
tility as his shows with the full band
continue to win over fans.
“We’re all grassroots with the
way we do things,” McGill said. “It
grows slower but it’s more real.”
With a much-buzzed about set at
last year’s CMJ festival and a slot
on this summer’s Lollapalooza in
Chicago, it’s clear that McGill’s slow
and steady rise to notoriety is going
to continue long into the future.
There are many opportunities
for singer-songwriters to fall into
a formula and simply build a laun
dry list of songs to be replayed ad
nauseum. Cameron McGill stands
out in his ability to write songs that
have room to grow and the artistry
and musicality to make it happen.
Regardless of what this rock col
umnist has to say about it, as time
goes on Cameron McGill will become
increasingly difficult to ignore.
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To open your heart to Karl Marx,
brought back from the dead, is not
a daily occurrence. However, last
Saturday that is exactly what hap
pened when Robert Weick performed
Howard Zinn’s “Marx in Soho" at the
coffeehouse.
Karl Marx strode onstage and
proceeded to tell the audience his
point of view on the whole business
of communism — namely, that he is
not a Marxist.
The underlying plot of the play,
brought to campus by Students for
Leftist Action, is that Marx is allowed
to come back to earth and mingle
with living for about an hour.
“How did I get here?" he asked
rhetorically. “Public transportation.
Why have 1 returned? To dear my
name." When Marx tells you he has
come back to clear his name, you
know you’re in for some good rant
ing.
Zinn portrays Marx as human,
with his own faults, needs and fam
ily. The play follows Marx’s life from
Germany to Paris and then to Soho in
London and is sprinkled with anec
dotes from his life that further flavor
his character.
Much of the play is also packed
with Marx's inspirational ideas, taken
from his works before they were
spoiled by the reality of implementa
tion.
The best thing about “Marx in
Soho" is that it puts back some of
the hope and humanity into Marx’s
ideas, which have since been abused
by corrupt people. Zinn eerily applied
Marx’s important ideas and subjects
which seemed to apply only to his
own time to current events.
These applications were empha
sized by repeated statements that
highlighted the idea that, “You think
you have changed, and you think
your society is fueled by progress,
but the poor are still poor and the
rich still run the country.”
The ultimate message of “Marx

Sigur Ros requires patience of
its listeners. Each of the delicately
crafted out-of-this-world songs are
drawn out to at least five min
utes apiece, slowly building into
dramatic crescendos consisting of
keyboards, guitars, strings, and
frontman Jonsi Birgisson's incred
ible falsetto voice.
Their four multi-layered albums
have demonstrated a willingness to
experiment and explore deeper into
their signature sound.
Their latest offering, “Takk," is
undoubtedly their most structured
and accessible album to date. Sigur
Ros is an interesting and, at times,
irresistible band that has begun to

P h o to by Erin O b e r
R o b e rt W eick reveals th e m an behind th e m anifesto.

in Soho" is, ever so eloquently, that
“people must get off their asses." By
far, this statement is one of the more
poignantly expressed summaries of
what it means to come to Lawrence
and to be a part of our global world:
to get off our asses, get angry, and
change the world.
As Marx explained, “To be radi
cal is to grasp the root of a problem,
and the problem is us. Pretend you
have boils!” Marx had chronic boils
on his rear.
One last “Marx in Soho" line,
which may apply directly to Lawrence:
“Ah! Lesson: If you are going to break
the law, do it with two thousand
people. And Mozart!"
Weick’s acting as Marx was won
derful, and he used his props very
effectively. For example, the stage
had a table and two chairs. Marx
used one chair, but the other was
left untouched, representing his wife
Jenny. The moment after he told the
audience how she had died, he sat
down heavily in her chair.
It was the touching humanity
portrayed in the production that, in
the end, made the members of the
audience open their hearts to Marx
a completely unpredictable occur
rence.

conduct itself like a living piece of
abstract art. One critic describes
their music as the “sound of the
planets moving."
Their live shows have built up
a reputation of their own, offer
ing listeners a direct experience of
the intricate and layered nature of
Sigur Ros’s compositions that make
them so effective.
The May 10 show in Milwaukee
was no exception, as Birgisson,
with bowed guitar and falsetto
voice, soared high above the band,
creating enough sound to warrant a
one-man show.
But it was the full depth of the
songs that was so exceptionally
projected to the. seated audience
that really elevated the experience.
Visual screens and vivid lighting
added to the drama and the sense

of unity of all present in the the
ater.
The translucent front screen
came down during the encores,
casting the band members as sil
houettes, and the band attacked
their instruments with unprece
dented fury.
Drummer Orri Pall Dyrason’s
silhouette beat the kit to shreds
behind the projected images as
the intensity and volume soared to
new levels, bringing a euphoric end
to the proceedings at the Riverside
Theater.
While some may believe the
members of Sigur Ros tread the line
between pure genius and depressingly boring, their performance
shows that they stand firmly in the
realm of the former.

P h o to by- R aad Fadaak
Jdnsi Birgisson Goggi Holm and O m Pill Dyrason of Sigur R6s perform at the Riverside Theater Wednesday. May 10 m Milwaukee on the final leg o f their U.S. tour

Call for Photos!
Hey Lawrentians!

Earlier this year, we solicited your input - via m ockups and boards around
cam pus - on som e ideas we w ere exploring for the adm issions office’s new
fam ily o f com m unications. Energized by the great feedback we got from so
many o f you, w e ’re com ing back to you for more.
This time, it’s for photos.
We suspect that many o f you have taken a fair num ber o f pictures over the
year - campus activities, sporting events, road trips, international
experiences, spontaneous fun, random weird stuff, residential life, etc.

We also suspect that many o f these im ages w ould do a great jo b portraying
w hat life at Law rence is like (way more authentically than any photo we in
the adm issions office could stage).
To that end, we invite you to look through your files o f digital photos, and
send along any im ages (one, five, ten, w hatever) that you think w ould help
bring Law rence to life for prospective students and their families.

D I S C L A I M E R : F olks, please d on ’t try this gratuitous m isuse o f the
university crest at hom e.

If we select your photo(s) for inclusion in our admissions communications, you will not only see your Lawrence legacy live on, you
will see some great compensation, too.

Please send your im ages to lu_admissions@lawrence.edu by Friday, June 2. If y o u ’d rather bum a CD, please deliver it to Wilson
House by Friday, June 2.
Thanks!
■
it*if? il'\
The Folks in the O ffice o f A dm issions
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

K w eller gives uncompromising perform ance a t LU
Christine Beaderstadt
Photo Editor

Perhaps the most interesting part
of Ben Kweller’s performance Sunday
was his entrance. Kweller didn’t walk,
strut, or run onto the stage, but
skipped.
His surprisingly quirky entrance
reflects the nature of his music: It is
quirky and unique, a conglomeration
of folk, piano ballads, country and
catchy punk reminiscent of his days
in the rock band Radish.
Kweller’s sophomore solo album,
2002’s “Sha Sha," released two years
after “Freak Out, It’s Ben Kweller," is
emblematic of these various styles.
Kweller reflected, “I touched on all
the ‘Ben Kweller’ aesthetics in 'Sha
Sha.'"

But by his third record, 2004’s
“On My Way," Kweller consciously
chose to follow a narrower path, pro
ducing a consistent, cohesive sound.
“I do what the songs tell me to do,"
he said.
Instead of continuing as most art
ists do with a similar thematic sound,
his next record will be a country
album. Kweller, therefore, seems to
have no uniformity.
Living the lifestyle of a tour
ing musician
what he refers to
as becoming a “professional gypsy"
he feels no need to fit the molds we
place musicians in.
“I’m Ben Kweller. I’m not trying
to be anybody else. I wouldn’t know
what to do [otherwise]," he said. Even
likening him to other artists proves
difficult, because he is original and

unpredictable.
“I feel lucky to have a really
strong fan base," he said, “but if they
didn’t follow me I would still do what
I do."
Kweller’s first radio hit, “Wasted
and Ready," put him on the popular
music scene, but he has yet to make a
subsequent radio-friendly hit. Is this
because his sound varies so much
from record to record?
“I’m always trying to write songs
that are memorable and draw the
listener in," he said. “It doesn’t bother
me that I don’t have radio play ...
but I would like recognition. I’m not
scared of fame
like I used to
be." *
But this is
not his sole goal;

he wants to “reach as many people as
possible” but does not make music
only to get airplay. This helps explain
why his new self-titled album to be
released September 2006 is more
layered and acoustic that his previ
ous records.
Intentionally evolving as a musi
cian, Kweller is slowly grounding
a permanent position in the music
world. By remaining somewhat irreg
ular and out of mainstream rock and
roll, Kweller attracts a wide audience;
as listeners, we eagerly look forward
to what he will offer next..

P h o to s by C hnstm e B eaderstadt
Ben Kweller headlined at th e chapel as p a r t o f S O U P s Big Event this year. W ith only a guitar and a piano to accom pany his songs. Kweller captivated an d c h a rm ed th e chapel audience on Sunday.

Artist Spotlight: Paul Salomon
A well-known face at Lawrence,
Paul Salomon has had a not-sodelicate hand in the campus music
scene. His abrasive sentimental
ity and clever songwriting recently
earned him a spot opening for Ben
Kweller during his show at LU.
Here's some insight into Lawrence’s
favorite piano man.

Where are you from and what is
your major?

In west Philadelphia, born and
raised. On the playground was
where 1 spent most of my days ...
Actually I’m from St. Louis. I am a
mathemagic major, with a minor in
physics.
How long have you been playing
and/or writing music?

I took a couple years of unfruit
ful piano lessons when I was in
elementary school, but I quit. I
started picking out Ben Folds tunes
on my old piano at home around
sixth grade and it sort of went from
there. I figured out how chords
were built from the back of this
piano book my mom had, and I
wrote my first song in eighth grade.
My first good one was in 10th
grade.
How would you describe the
music you write?

I guess right away I’d call it
pop music. That's what it’s called
technically, I suppose. I’ve heard
the term “intelligent pop" used, but
that’s basically just pompous. As
far as actual description, we usu
ally call it “piano and string wuss
rock," which is actually pretty accu
rate. Though I mostly worry about
writing the song first. The strings

TE

and all that come later.
What musicians or performers
have been particularly inspira
tional to you?

Obviously Ben Folds had a
huge role to play in my musical
education, but before that my par
ents played The Beatles around the
house all the time, so my musical
instincts and pop sensibility all
stem from that. Really I coiddn’t
have asked for better musical mod
els.
After that my biggest inspira
tion is the one true Jon Brion.
He basically does everything and
knows everything about everything,
but mostly music. I basically love
everything he touches, but the
scary part was looking at his resu
me and finding out how much he
played a role in so many albums by
artists I already loved, like Rufus
Wainwright, Fiona Apple and Elliot
Smith. He was the inspiration for
the SoundBoard, and he has all
the right and best ideas about pop
music. He’s simply unbeatable.

What do you hope to accomplish
with your music?

I usually try to just make a song
that 1 like. I used to try to impress
or please people, like girlfriends,
by writing about them or us, but
I have to start writing about other
things, because I’m not really get
ting anywhere — musically, 1 mean.
I already got the girl.
I really focus on trying to make
something harmonically new, which
is basically impossible, but I used
to get something that was new to
me, and then I felt like I was grow
ing. Jon Brion talks a lot about
putting the life force in music, and
I want to do that too. I always want
to make something that people can
relate to or enjoy, but mostly I just
want to sit at a piano and walk
away thinking that was decent.
When’s the next Denes show?

Patrick Ehlers’ recital is May

24 in the coffeehouse, and we
are going to do a bunch of Denes
songs that he wrote. We are hoping
to do some kind of show in Cloak
Theatre before the year is out, but
who knows. Outside of that, just
check out the SoundBoard. I’ll play
every once in a while.
Do you have any future plans,
either near or distant, with regard
to music?

I am moving back to St. Louis,
where I will probably play with
Denes again — the cellist after
whom the band is named — but I
will definitely be back around here.
The band is going to be recording
an album over the next year at
Rock Garden Studios, so I’ll be up
here for that. I’m sure we’ll end up
playing some kind of show at the
Underground. If I'm lucky, maybe
Skyler will let me host another
SoundBoard. I love that shit.

Veritas Est Rt>ck

Street ballads
go a long way
Paul Karner
Rock Columnist

This past Saturday the chapel
hosted pop music’s manic under
dog Ben Kweller. Opening up for
Kweller was Chicago singer-songwriter Cameron McGill.
Donning a tweed jacket torn at
the shoulder and a black-rimmed
hat, the scrappy troubadour sang
his lulling acoustic ballads with
such haunting sincerity as to cause
a few audience members to squirm
in their chairs. Still others were
drawn into his homely charm.
The performance was dramatic
and down to earth, bold and frag
ile. Moving intermittently between
reluctance and forcefulness McGill's
songs toed the edge of emotive singer-songwriter sentimentality while
maintaining a dignity that made his
lilting melodies easy to swallow.
Accompanied by Noah Harris on
piano, McGill strummed his acoustic
with wavering intensity as displayed
on his most recent release, “Street
Ballads and Murderesques.”
The album, which was released
independently on his own PostImportant label, is a collection of
surprisingly pristine live studio
recordings.
McGill’s folkish musings and
overtly delicate aesthetics are laid
bare on “Street Ballads" giving a
clear picture of the kind of raw
musicality that drives his creativity.
Discussing music with McGill
at times seemed like talking beans
with a bean farmer. While avoiding
any grand imagery and drab philo
sophical quips, he simply fiddled
with his hair and spoke of songs
and recordings like they were old
friends of his. Citing his time spent
in college studying English and poli
tics as “kind of a waste of time,"
McGill made it clear that he had
married his music long ago.
This past year McGill recruited
a band for his live show. Cameron
McGill and What Army have been
touring the country extensive
ly throughout the past year and
has an EP scheduled for release in
September.
More times over the acoustic
singer-songwriter has proved his
versatility as a musician and per
former. Having performed his share
of solo performances and even some
with a string quartet accompanying,
McGill has shown even more versa
tility as his shows with the full band
continue to win over fans.
“We’re all grassroots with the
way we do things," McGill said. “It
grows slower but it’s more real."
With a much-buzzed about set at
last year’s CMJ festival and a slot
on this summer’s Lollapalooza in
Chicago, it's clear that McGill’s slow
and steady rise to notoriety is going
to continue long into the future.
There are many opportunities
for singer-songwriters to fall into
a formula and simply build a laun
dry list of songs to be replayed ad
nauseum. Cameron McGill stands
out in his ability to write songs that
have room to grow and the artistry
and musicality to make it happen.
Regardless of what this rock col
umnist has to say about it, as time
goes on Cameron McGill will become
increasingly difficult to ignore.
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W hite Sox
repeat?
If you go to this school, then it’s
almost certain that you’re from the
Twin Cities, Wisconsin or Chicago.
For some reason — perhaps it's a
world championship — the last of
these groups seems to be relent
less in complaining about not being
talked about in my column.
My reasons for not writing about
the Chi-Sox are simple. In the first
place, being from St. Louis, I have
some deeply rooted hatred for the
Cubs, and it sort of spills out on the
rest of the city.
In the second place, I’ve always
hated the American League in the
first place. Though perhaps the
White Sox are the least despicable
team in that league.
Here are the facts. They led the
AL Central for 162 games last year,
and won the World Series. They
were a sick team, and they deserved
to win over the Astros.
The scary part is that they are
even better. Perhaps their pitching
is not as strong as it started out
last year, but it will get there. The
addition of Jim Thome into this
lineup just blew the whole thing
up. He’s leading the league in home
runs, and now that he gets to DH,
who’s to say he’ll ever see the DL
again?
Right now they lead the majors
with a .658 win percentage, going
25-13 through their first 38 games.
These are sweet numbers. No one
knows when some key player will
break in half, but why shouldn’t
they keep it up. They did it all of
last year, and this roster is even
better than that one.
Don’t get me wrong. I said the
team was scary. That doesn't mean
they’ll win the whole thing. They
won’t. (You know who will.) They'll
play good ball all year, and slug a
little more than last year. Look out
all you Twins fans, though you’ve
got your own problems anyway.

The Squeeze Play
The Pistons guarnasheed a game
4 victory, but the Cavs had other
plans. I’m not sure the Cavs can
actually beat the Pistons at home,
but either way LeBron James has
really come into his own. In the
last few weeks of the season he hit
his first game winning shot. Then
he went off. He has won several
games for the Cavaliers including
one in which he went baseline and
weaved through four guys before
he got his lay-up. He’s unstoppable
on his own, and with the right sup
porting cast the Cavs could be
unstoppable.
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LU b a s e b a ll finishes season a t 1 7-16
Kyle Dallman
Sports Writer

Just as we witnessed a quarter
of the Major League Baseball season
evaporate before our eyes in the span
of spring term at Lawrence, we have
witnessed our very own LU Viking
baseball season come to a close. But
as our very own athletics section of
the school website flaunts, the Vikings
gave us plenty to cheer about this
seasoa
Senior Kevin Fitzsimmons; juniors
Andrew Wong, Brad Hauser and Billy
Bodle; sophomore Bryan Rosen; and
freshmanTommy Schmidt earned first
team all-Midwest Conference honors,
while senior B.J. Chase and freshmen
Alex Fritsch and Jordan Clark enjoyed
second team votes.
Head coach Korey Krueger
watched his team break 16 season,
career and team records during the
seasoa Infielder Wong led the pack in
that field, solidifying his place as one
of the most prolific hitters in the his
tory of the sport at Lawrence.
After completing the 2005 season
with a .400 average, 52 hits, 14 dou

bles, five triples and 31 RBIs, Wong
has clawed his way into legitimate
contention for several school records
post-2006 seasoa Wong is on pace to
break school records in hits, doubles
and RBIs and already possesses four
single season benchmarks.
The highest honor for Wong came
when he was chosen for ESPN the
Magazine’s Academic All-America
Team in 2005. Wong maintains a 3.90
grade point average in addition to a
sure spot in the heart of the 2006-07
LU Vikings batting order.
As the Vikings' season has come
to a close, so is the time for the stellar
class of 2006 to say their goodbyes.
Kevin Fitzsimmons, Lawrence’s
dominating cleanuphitter, has enjoyed
his last trot around the bags, but not
before indulging in the most produc
tive season of his career. Fitzsimmons
posted a .347 average, launching eight
home runs —one shy of the LUrecord
— and droving in a school record
36 runs, a plateau that has not been
reached in 34 years.
BJ. Chase, a hugely reliable part of
the Lawrence rotation for three years,
has also had his last hurrah. Chase
just completed his most successful

season at Lawrence and left if with
the memory of his two-hit complete
game shutout domination of Finlandia
University in 2004.
The underclassmen influx over
the last two seasons for Lawrence has
been fantastic. Despite the 2005-06
Viking squad being incredibly young,
it is incredibly experienced.
Alex Fritsch leads the charge of
a slew of underclassmen that will be
mainstays for Viking baseball. Fritsch
posted the lowest ERA on the ball
club: a cool 3.38 while going 2-0 in
the conference with a 3.25 ERA. He
allowed only 10 earned runs in 27.2
innings pitched and league opponents
batted only .257 against him.
Pitchers Chris Clouthier and Josh
Ritchie lead a sophomore class that is
a gold mine of talent and numbers.
The Viking squad as a whole
enjoyed an unusually productive
offensive year, breaking the highly cov
eted team record for batting average,
.322, and scoring more than 18 runs
on multiple occasions. With an influx
of underclassmen that are pitching
heavy, and the return of many of LlTs
sluggers, 2006 — and beyond —looks
bright for Viking baseball fans.

Loehnis nam ed Division III all-A m erican
Mouse Braun
StaffWriter

Last week, the Golf Association
of America named Joe Loehnis to the
NCAA Division III Ping All-American
Team.
It would have been nice to add a
MWC team or individual title to his
list of accolades, but the teamfinished
third and Loehnis finished second in a
playoff at the MWC Tournament.
“This award is nice, but it doesn’t
change how I feel about my season,"
said the ever-modest Loehnis.
Disappointed that he did not per
form as well in his first three years

at Lawrence, Loehnis said, “If I had,
maybe I would get more consideration
for Male Athlete of the Year instead of
that Braier character.”
Loehnis continued, “I want to chal
lenge him to a game of one-on-one. He
may be able to physically dominate
me inside, but I got a pretty sick out
side [jumper], and I know for sure my
free-throw shooting is far superior."
Loehnis says he will caddy and
take lessons this summer at the
Whistling Straits course in Sheboygan,
but his roommate Matt Orth says dif
ferently.
“I think he is secretly preparing to
join the National Billiard Association,"

Track competes at Conference
Will Daniels
for The Lawrentian

A surge of emotions struck the
Lawrence track team as they com
peted in the MWC Track and Field
Championships at Grinnell College
in Iowa last weekend.
Lawrence’s athletes had to con
front pathetic weather, malfunc
tioning timing systems, disqualifi
cations and injuries, as well as the
knowledge that this would be their
last meet under the guidance of
Coach Moira Ruhly.
Junior David Quinlan said, “So
many little things that shouldn’t
have happened did happen, because
mentally we were drained. We’ve
had to deal with a lot of adver
sity."
Monmouth College dominated
the meet on both the men’s and
women’s sides. The Vikings were
disappointed with the outcome of
the event, yet some rays of light
shown through the clouds, with a
plethora of personal records being
broken at the meet.
The women’s team finished
seventh, a couple steps up from
last year's ninth-place finish. As
captain Steph Kliethermes said, the
team “peaked at the right time,
which was shown by the number
of PRs and that the points accumu
lated tripled last year’s meet."
The women’s team saw out
standing performances by fresh
man Tatiana Bulat, who was sec
ond in the triple jump, and Joy
Manweiler, who finished second in
the 10,000-meter run.

The relay teams also cranked it
up a notch, breaking the previous
4-by-400 meter time by an amazing
12 seconds.
Rebecca Glon broke her own
school record in the pole vault,
clearing 10 feet 2 inches, but was
disappointed in not having helped
the team in regard to point stand
ings.
The men disappointed, finish
ing in last place, dropping from
their fourth-place finish in the
2005 competition. Several Vikings
did not meet their expectations
— Chris McFarlane injured his ham
string, eliminating his hopes in the
100-meter dash; Phil Keith was dis
qualified from the steeplechase on
a technicality; James Hahn, who ran
the 400 hurdles with hopes of win
ning, finished in seventh, place.
In contrast, freshman Derek
Micke ran to third place in the
100-meter dash, while Russell
Geisthardt ran the 800-meter run in
1:59.98 — meeting his season-long
goal of breaking the two-minute
mark in the event.
Performances aside, Lawrence
won the event in one regard: as
senior captain James Hahn put
it, “We had the most fun of any
team there." The seniors, as well as
Coach Ruhly, will be dearly missed
in the seasons to come.
While most athletes are taking
some time off to let their bodies
recover, a few are taking advantage
of the last-chance meets — oppor
tunities to improve their times and
See T rack on page 3

Orth theorized this past weekend. “He
goes to the VR every single night to
play pool."
Others have observed the same
evidence. Some have claimed to see
the Budweiser sweater and plaid pants
in the campus bar every night since
the season ended.
Whether it be challenging a three
time basketball all-American, aspi
rations to join the National Billiard
Association, or attempting to improve
his golf game at a premier national
course, one thing is for sure: Loehnis
will be remembered as one of the
greatest golfers inLawrence University
history.

D3Kicks.com
A lex Week
Sports Writer

Over the past two months, two
seniors from the Lawrence men’s soc
cer team have been working on a
project that will change the face of
Division IDsoccer for years to come.
Matt Wolin and Elliott Spruell are
the cofounders of the new Web site
D3Kicks.com.
In the vein of the widely-popular d3football.com and d3hoops.com,
D3Kicks.com is set to become the
online home of Division DI soccer.
Once the soccer season starts in
September, the site will feature scores
updated daily and Top 25 rankings
updated weekly.
Currently, the site hosts articles
contributed by sports information
directors of registered schools and
a forum on a range of topics. Wolin
and Spruell have also begun a feature
called “Kickin It” which interviews
various personalities within D-IH soc
cer. All of these sections are unprec
edented in the level of the sport.
“We should be reaching 7,000 hits
later this week," exclaimed Wolin
The site will provide a nationally
comprehensive database for Division
insoccer information where there was
previously none. Prior to this year, the
only national sites available for infor
mation on D IDsoccer were run by the
National Soccer Coaches Association
of America and the NCAA.
Wolin said the main impetus for
the construction of D3Kicks.com was
to form a readily available source
of scores and other information. He
said that neither the NSCAA nor the

Lawrence University

scoreboard
OUTDOOR TRACK
May 12-13
MWC Track and Field Outdoor
Championships
Men 9 of 9
Women 7 of 9

standings
SOFTBALL
North Division

MWC

O'all

Ripon*
Lawrence*
St. Norbert
Beloit
Carroll

9-4
8-5
8-5
6-7
3-10

17-16
17-16
21-14
16-18
8-19

South Division

MWC

O’all

10-3
Lake Forest * #
8-5
Grinnell *
6-7
Illinois College
Monmouth
7-6
Knox
0-13
# 2006 MWC Champion

24-15
23-15
12-21
13-20
3-29

BASEBALL
North Division

MWC

O’all

Ripon*#
St. Norbert *
Lawrence
Beloit
Carroll

16-0
10-6
4-12
3-13

32-5
16-18
14-20
12-19
7-25

South Division

MWC

O’all

7-9

8-4
20-18
Monmouth *
Grinnell *
6-6
16-18
6-6
Knox
13-19
Illinois College
4-8
17-16
# 2006 MWC Champion
(Automatic NCAA Qualifier)
MENS TENNIS
North Division

MWC

O’all

Ripon*
SL Norbert *
Lawrence
Beloit
Carroll

4-0
3-1
1-3
1-3
1-3

11-9
9-17
5-10
5-6
6-13

South Division

MWC

O’all

Grinnell *
Monmouth *
Lake Forest
Knox
Illinois College

4-0
3-1
2-2
1-3
0-4

25-4
22-8
11-10
7-9
6-11

All statistics are courtesy
of www.lawrence.edu and
www.midwestconfrence.
org and are accurate as of
May 17 , 2006
According to a poll recently host
ed by the site, visitors are most inter
ested in the Top 25 rankings.
Beginning with a preseason poll in
the faU, rankings will be computed by
a 25-vote system, with 23 votes going
to sports information directors from
throughout the nation and the final
two going to Spruell and Wolin.
So far, around 200 schools have
posted team information, with more
coming in every week.
“Around 30 schools already have
direct links fromtheir athletics pages,”
said Wolin. “That's a sign that people
are taking this seriously."
While the site has already seen
early success, it is likely to take its
true form in the fall when its opera
tion will become somewhat of a part-

See D 3 K ick s on page 3
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Raul Salomon
Sports Colum nist

W hite Sox
repeat?
If you go to this school, then it’s
almost certain that you’re from the
Twin Cities, Wisconsin or Chicago.
For some reason — perhaps it’s a
world championship — the last of
these groups seems to be relent
less in complaining about not being
talked about in my column.
My reasons for not writing about
the Chi-Sox are simple. In the first
place, being from St. Louis, I have
some deeply rooted hatred for the
Cubs, and it sort of spills out on the
rest of the city.
In the second place, I’ve always
hated the American League in the
first place. Though perhaps the
White Sox are the least despicable
team in that league.
Here are the facts. They led the
AL Central for 162 games last year,
and won the World Series. They
were a sick team, and they deserved
to win over the Astros.
The scary part is that they are
even better. Perhaps their pitching
is not as strong as it started out
last year, but it will get there. The
addition of Jim Thome into this
lineup just blew the whole thing
up. He’s leading the league in home
runs, and now that he gets to DH,
who’s to say he’ll ever see the DL
again?
Right now they lead the majors
with a .658 win percentage, going
25-13 through their first 38 games.
These are sweet numbers. No one
knows when some key player will
break in half, but why shouldn’t
they keep it up. They did it all of
last year, and this roster is even
better than that one.
Don’t get me wrong. I said the
team was scary. That doesn’t mean
they'll win the whole thing. They
won’t. (You know who will.) They’ll
play good ball all year, and slug a
little more than last year. Look out
all you Twins fans, though you’ve
got your own problems anyway.

The Squeeze Play
The Pistons guarnasheed a game
4 victory, but the Cavs had other
plans. I’m not sure the Cavs can
actually beat the Pistons at home,
but either way LeBron James has
really come into his own. In the
last few weeks of the season he hit
his first game winning shot. Then
he went off. He has won several
games for the Cavaliers including
one in which he went baseline and
weaved through four guys before
he got his lay-up. He’s unstoppable
on his own, and with the right sup
porting cast the Cavs could be
unstoppable.
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LU b a s e b a ll finishes season a t 17-16
Kyle Dallman
Sports Writer

Just as we witnessed a quarter
of the Major League Baseball season
evaporate before our eyes in the span
of spring term at Lawrence, we have
witnessed our very own LU Viking
baseball season come to a close. But
as our very own athletics section of
the school website flaunts, the Vikings
gave us plenty to cheer about this
season.
Senior Kevin Fitzsimmons; juniors
Andrew Wong, Brad Hauser and Billy
Bodle; sophomore Bryan Rosen; and
freshman Tommy Schmidt earned first
team all-Midwest Conference honors,
while senior B.J. Chase and freshmen
Alex Fritsch and Jordan Clark enjoyed
second team votes.
Head coach Korey Krueger
watched his team break 16 season,
career and team records during the
season. Infielder Wong led the pack in
that field, solidifying his place as one
of the most prolific hitters in the his
tory of the sport at Lawrence.
After completing the 2005 season
with a .400 average, 52 hits, 14 dou

bles, five triples and 31 RBIs, W'ong
has clawed his way into legitimate
contention for several school records
post-2006 season. Wong is on pace to
break school records in hits, doubles
and RBIs and already possesses four
single season benchmarks.
The highest honor for Wong came
when he was chosen for ESPN the
Magazine's Academic All-America
Team in 2005. Wong maintains a 3.90
grade point average in addition to a
sure spot in the heart of the 2006-07
LU Vikings batting order.
As the Vikings’ season has come
to a close, so is the time for the stellar
class of 2006 to say their goodbyes.
Kevin Fitzsimmons, Lawrence’s
dominating cleanup hitter, has enjoyed
his last trot around the bags, but not
before indulging in the most produc
tive season of his career. Fitzsimmons
posted a .347 average, launching eight
home runs —one shy of the LUrecord
— and droving in a school record
36 runs, a plateau that has not been
reached in 34 years.
B.J. Chase, a hugely reliable part of
the Lawrence rotation for three years,
has also had his last hurrah. Chase
just completed his most successful

season at Lawrence and left ir with
the memory of his two-hit complete
game shutout domination of Finlandia
University in 2004.
The underclassmen influx over
the last two seasons for Lawrence has
been fantastic. Despite the 2005-06
Viking squad being incredibly young,
it is incredibly experienced.
Alex Fritsch leads the charge of
a slew of underclassmen that will be
mainstays for Viking baseball. Fritsch
posted the lowest ERA on the ball
club: a cool 3.38 while going 2-0 in
the conference with a 3.25 ERA. He
allowed only 10 earned runs in 27.2
innings pitched and league opponents
batted only .257 against him.
Pitchers Chris Clouthier and Josh
Ritchie lead a sophomore class that is
a gold mine of talent and numbers.
The Viking squad as a whole
enjoyed an unusually productive
offensive year, breaking thehighly cov
eted team record for batting average,
.322, and scoring more than 18 runs
on multiple occasions. With an influx
of underclassmen that are pitching
heavy, and the return of many of LU’s
sluggers, 2006 — and beyond —looks
bright for Viking baseball fans.

Loehnis nam ed Division III all-A m erican
Mouse Braun
StaffWriter

Last week, the Golf Association
of America named Joe Loehnis to the
NCAA Division ID Ping All-American
Team.
It would have been nice to add a
MWC team or individual title to his
list of accolades, but the teamfinished
third and Loehnis finished second in a
playoff at the MWC Tournament.
“This award is nice, but it doesn’t
change how I feel about my season,"
said the ever-modest Loehnis.
Disappointed that he did not per
form as well in his first three years

at Lawrence, Loehnis said, “If I had,
maybe I would get more consideration
for Male Athlete of the Year instead of
that Braier character."
Loehnis continued, “I want to chal
lenge him to a game of one-on-one. He
may be able to physically dominate
me inside, but I got a pretty sick out
side ljumper], and I know for sure my
free-throw shooting is far superior."
Loehnis says he will caddy and
take lessons this summer at the
Whistling Straits course in Sheboygan,
but his roommate Matt Orth says dif
ferently.
“I think he is secretly preparing to
join the National Billiard Association,"

Orth theorized this past weekend. “He
goes to the VR every single night to
play pool."
Others have observed the same
evidence. Some have claimed to see
the Budweiser sweater and plaid pants
in the campus bar every night since
the season ended.
Whether it be challenging a three
time basketball all-American, aspi
rations to join the National Billiard
Association, or attempting to improve
his golf game at a premier national
course, one thing is for sure: Loehnis
will be remembered as one of the
greatest golfers inLawrence University
history.

Track competes at Conference D3Kicks.com
Will Daniels
for The Lawrentian

A surge of emotions struck the
Lawrence track team as they com
peted in the MWC Track and Field
Championships at Grinnell College
in Iowa last weekend.
Lawrence’s athletes had to con
front pathetic weather, malfunc
tioning timing systems, disqualifi
cations and injuries, as well as the
knowledge that this would be their
last meet under the guidance of
Coach Moira Ruhly.
Junior David Quinlan said, “So
many little things that shouldn’t
have happened did happen, because
mentally we were drained. We’ve
had to deal with a lot of adver
sity."
Monmouth College dominated
the meet on both the men’s and
women’s sides. The Vikings were
disappointed with the outcome of
the event, yet some rays of light
shown through the clouds, with a
plethora of personal records being
broken at the meet.
The women's team finished
seventh, a couple steps up from
last year’s ninth-place finish. As
captain Steph Kliethermes said, the
team “peaked at the right time,
which was shown by the number
of PRs and that the points accumu
lated tripled last year’s meet.”
The women’s team saw out
standing performances by fresh
man Tatiana Bulat, who was sec
ond in the triple jump, and Joy
Manweiler, who finished second in
the 10,000-meter run.

The relay teams also cranked it
up a notch, breaking the previous
4-by-400 meter time by an amazing
12 seconds.
Rebecca Glon broke her own
school record in the pole vault,
clearing 10 feet 2 inches, but was
disappointed in not having helped
the team in regard to point stand
ings.
The men disappointed, finish
ing in last place, dropping from
their fourth-place finish in the
2005 competition. Several Vikings
did not meet their expectations
— Chris McFarlane injured his ham
string, eliminating his hopes in the
100-meter dash; Phil Keith was dis
qualified from the steeplechase on
a technicality; James Hahn, who ran
the 400 hurdles with hopes of win
ning, finished in seventh, place.
In contrast, freshman Derek
Micke ran to third place in the
100-meter dash, while Russell
Geisthardt ran the 800-meter run in
1:59.98 — meeting his season-long
goal of breaking the two-minute
mark in the event.
Performances aside, Lawrence
won the event in one regard: as
senior captain James Hahn put
it, “We had the most fun of any
team there." The seniors, as well as
Coach Ruhly, will be dearly missed
in the seasons to come.
While most athletes are taking
some time off to let their bodies
recover, a few are taking advantage
of the last-chance meets — oppor
tunities to improve their times and
S ee T rack on page 3

Alex Week
Sports Writer

Over the past two months, two
seniors from the Lawrence men’s soc
cer team have been working on a
project that will change the face of
Division m soccer for years to come.
Matt Wolin and Elliott Spruell are
the cofounders of the new Web site
D3Kicks.com.
In the vein of the widely-popular d3football.com and d3hoops.com,
D3Kicks.com is set to become the
online home of Division IE soccer.
Once the soccer season starts in
September, the site will feature scores
updated daily and Top 25 rankings
updated weekly.
Currently, the site hosts articles
contributed by sports information
directors of registered schools and
a forum on a range of topics. Wolin
and Spruell have also begun a feature
called “Kickin It” which interviews
various personalities within D IE soc
cer. All of these sections are unprec
edented in the level of the sport.
“We should be reaching 7,000 hits
later this week,” exclaimed Wolin.
The site wiE provide a nationaEy
comprehensive database for Division
El soccer information where there was
previously none. Prior to this year, the
only national sites available for infor
mation on D-EI soccer were run by the
National Soccer Coaches Association
of America and the NCAA.
Wolin said the main impetus for
the construction of D3Kicks.com was
to form a readily available source
of scores and other information. He
said that neither the NSCAA nor the

Lawrence University

scoreboard
OUTDOOR TRACK
May 12-13
MWC Track and Field Outdoor
Championships
Men 9 of 9
Women 7 of 9

standings
SOFTBALL
North Division

MWC

O’all

Ripon*
Lawrence*
St. Norbert
Beloit
Carroll

9-4
8-5
8-5
6-7
3-10

17-16
17-16
21-14
16-18
8-19

South Division

MWC

O’all

m

Lake Forest * #
10-3
Grinnell *
8-5
6-7
Olinois College
Monmouth
7-6
Knox
0-13
# 2006 MWC Champion

24-15
23-15
12-21
13-20
3-29

BASEBALL
North Division

MWC

O’all

Ripon*#
St. Norbert *
Lawrence
Beloit
Carroll

16-0
10-6
7-9
4-12
3-13

32-5
16-18
14-20
12-19
7-25

South Division

MWC

O’all

Monmouth *
8-4
20-18
Grinnell *
6-6
16-18
6-6
Knox
13-19
4-8
Illinois College
17-16
# 2006 MWC Champion
(Automatic NCAA Qualifier)
MENS TENNIS
North Division

MWC

O’all

Ripon*
St Norbert *
Lawrence
Beloit
Carroll

4-0
3-1
1-3
1-3
1-3

11-9
9-17
5-10
5-6
6-13

South Division

MWC

O’all

Grinnell *
Monmouth *
Lake Forest
Knox
Illinois College

4-0
3-1
2-2
1-3
0-4

25-4
22-8
11-10
7-9
6-11

All statistics are courtesy
of www.lawrence.edu and
www.midwestconfrence.
org and are accurate as of
May 17, 2006

According to a poll recently host
ed by the site, visitors are most inter
ested in the Top 25 rankings.
Beginning with a preseason poU in
the fall, rankings wiE be computed by
a 25-vote system, with 23 votes going
to sports information directors from
throughout the nation and the final
two going to Sprudl and Wolin.
So far, around 200 schools have
posted team information, with more
coming in every week.
“Around 30 schools already have
direct links from their athletics pages,”
said Wolin. “That’s a sign that people
are taking this seriously.”
While the site has already seen
early success, it is likely to take its
true form in the fall when its opera
tion will become somewhat of a part-

See D 3 K lck s on page 3

